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FOREWORD 

 

Statistics Sierra Leone (Stats SL) and its partners have been collecting nationally representative 

household survey data since 2003 through the Sierra Leone Integrated Household Survey (SLIHS), 

which collects information on a wide range of social and economic topics and is the primary 

source for measuring and understanding monetary poverty in the country.  

 

The SLIHS 2018 was used to update the incidence of monetary poverty in Sierra Leone in 2018 

and thus complements the assessment of multidimensional poverty obtained from the Multiple 

Indicator Cluster Survey 2017.  

 

The SLIHS 2018 also provides a natural baseline to monitor/benchmark, the implementation of 

ǘƘŜ {ƛŜǊǊŀ [ŜƻƴŜΩǎ aŜŘƛǳƳ-Term National Development Plan 2019-2023 which was launched in 

February 2019. 

 

The information from the SLIHS 2018 can serve as a basis for an evidence-based approach to 

policy formulation and development planning. In that view, I highly recommend its use by all 

Ministries, Departments, Agencies and other stakeholders.  

 

As government we will ensure that the Sierra Leone Integrated Household Survey continue to be 

implemented on a regular basis under the leadership of Statistics Sierra Leone in collaboration 

with the World Bank and other Development Partners. 

  

I would finally like to thank Stats SL for the successful implementation of this project and the 

Government of Sierra Leone and the World Bank for providing the funds and technical assistance 

along the way.  

 

Hon. Dr. Francis Kai-Kai 

Minister for Planning and Economic Development 
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STATEMENT FROM THE WORLD BANK 

 

Launched in 2018, the Medium-Term National Development Plan (2019-2023) sets the country 

on the path toward inclusive growth that is sustainable and leaves no one behind. This closely 

coincides with the goal of the World Bank Group, namely to reduce poverty and boost shared 

prosperity. 

 

Congratulations to the Government of Sierra Leone on the launch of the Sierra Leone Integrated 

Household Survey (SLIHS) which provides vital baseline information to track progress on the 

Medium-Term National DevelopƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ {ƛŜǊǊŀ [ŜƻƴŜΩǎ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ Development Goals, 

and for the country to measure development outcomes and hold us all accountable. 

 

This report is the product of a close partnership between Statistics Sierra Leone (Stats SL) and the 

World Bank since 2003 through the same instrument ς the Sierra Leone Integrated Household 

Survey. Most recently, the Government of Sierra Leone through Statistics Sierra Leone and the 

World Bank embarked on and successfully completed the latest round of the SLIHS in 2018. 

 

The results reported in this report suggest that, unfortunately, some Sierra Leoneans are indeed 

being left behind, and dismayingly, that some are falling further behind. This coincides with the 

multiple years of slowing growth following the twin shocks of Ebola and the commodity price 

collapse. Given these trends, it is critically important that this data is reported widely and 

analyzed to understand how the effects of slowing growth is being transmitted to households, 

and how the impacts can be mitigated. 

 

Let me conclude by expressing that the World Bank is fully committed to a continued partnership 

with Sierra Leone as it strives toward eradicating poverty and ensuring more equality in economic 

benefits. The report we are launching today is instrumental in informing how well we all do on 

this. 

 
Gayle H. Martin  
Country Manager for Sierra Leone 
World Bank 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

¢ƘŜ {ƛŜǊǊŀ [ŜƻƴŜ LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ IƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ό{[LI{ύ ƛǎ {ƛŜǊǊŀ [ŜƻƴŜΩǎ [ƛǾƛƴƎ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ 

Measurement Survey (LSMS) or Household Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES), which is 

conducted regularly in order to collect useful socio-economic data to support government 

planning processes. The 2018 SLIHS data collection covered the period January-December 2018, 

and it is the third round, which followed the 2011 and 2003 rounds. 

For this survey, the estimated number of households in Sierra Leone was 1,248,180 and the 

estimated population was 7,534,981 million, which is slightly less (about 2.4percent) than the 

projected population of 7.7 million people contained in the Projection Monograph of the 2015 

Population and Housing Census Report. 

From SLIHS2018, the average household size for Sierra Leone was 6, as compared to 5.6 in 2011. 

In addition, the average household size for urban areas in 2018 was 5.8 whereas in rural areas it 

was 6.2. These numbers show an increase in the household size from the SLIHS 2011 of 5.4 and 

5.7 for urban and rural areas respectively. The data shows that female constituted 52.1 percent 

of the population compared to males with 47.9 percent. The general sex ratio for Sierra Leone is 

92 males per 100 females indicating a female excess of 322,664 compared to 95 males per 100 

females in the SLIHS2011. 

The main household economic activity is agriculture comprising crop product livestock, forestry 

and fishing activities. These is followed by services including whole and retail trade, 

accommodation and restaurant services, public administration services, education, health and 

social work. Industry comprising mining, manufacturing, utilities and construction 

²ƛǘƘ {ƛŜǊǊŀ [ŜƻƴŜΩǎ CǊŜŜ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ όCv{9tύ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ 

attendance rates after this initiative. 61.3 percent (comprising 3,775,164) have attended formal 

schools, the remaining 38.7 percent have never attended schools, lower than the 48 percent 

obtained in the 2011 SLIHS for those that had never been to school. 

The major player in the Education sector is GoSL followed by religious organisations with the 

Private sector, local government and Community playing fairly reasonable roles as owners of 

schools and missions 

In terms of educational levels completed, overall at least 4 out of every ten Sierra Leoneans did 

not complete any level of education. Corresponding figures for primary, JSS and SSS are 3, 1 and 

1 respectively.  
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GERs exceeding 100percent at the Primary level suggest the inclusion of over-aged and under-

aged pupils due to early or late entrants and class repetition. However, the general level of 

participation at the JSS and SSS levels is worrying since the GERs are far below 100 percent. 

Amongst those who ever attended schools throughout the country, 60.8 percent were still in 

primary or secondary schools, 7.2 percent in pursuit of higher education while 32 percent either 

dropped out of school or did no higher education. 2018 SLIHS shows that national literacy level 

is still below 50 percent and the gender disparity still looms in the sector. All the three regional 

figures (East, North, North-West and South) fall below the national average and the West is the 

outlier with almost 78 percent functional literacy. 

SLIHS 2018 results show that more children age 0-4 years slept under a mosquito net the night 

preceding the interview for both male and female than any persons (89.1 and 87.8 percent 

respectively). As age increases, the percentage of persons that slept under a mosquito net 

reduces from 85.2 percent males and 80.4 percent females for age 5-9 years to 74.0 percent 

males and 77.3 percent females for age 15-19 years.  There is a further decrease to 69.5 percent 

for males 20-24 years old. More rural residents slept under a mosquito net than their urban 

counterparts.  Nine out of every 10 males or females in the rural areas slept under a mosquito 

net compared to just about two-thirds of each in the urban areas.  Within the districts, more than 

97 percent of males in Bonthe, Pujehun and Falaba slept under a mosquito whilst less than half 

(46.6 percent) of males in the Western Area Urban slept under a mosquito net. Of those that 

slept under a mosquito net, more that 9 out of every 10 for both males and females for all age 

groups slept under a treated mosquito net.   

For the country as a whole, nearly 6 out every 10 of those that reported an illness or injury visited 

a health facility or medical practitioner (58.5 and 57.7 percent for males and females 

respectively). In the Northern Region, exactly half of those that fell ill or injured visited a health 

facility or medical practitioner.  More people in the Eastern Region reported to a health facility 

with more than two-thirds (69.5 and 70.6 percent of males and females respectively), whilst just 

nearly 6 out of every 10 in the other regions visited a health facility or medical practitioner.  

Overall, more people consulted a nurse/SRN than any of the other medical practitioners when 

they fell ill or injured in the past 4 weeks preceding the interview. However, females had more 

access to see a nurse/SRN than their male counterparts in Sierra Leone (60.1 and 51.1 percent 

respectively), compared to access to a doctor which is 23.7 and 19.2 percent for males and 

females respectively. 

Malaria is the most common illness that was reported by respondents who consulted a medical 

practitioner when they fell ill for the past 4 weeks preceding the survey. Malaria is common with 
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children 5-9 years; about two-thirds of children (65.6 and 68.6 percent of male and female 

respectively) in this age group reported malaria Malaria is reported across the different age 

groups more than any of the ailments regardless of the fact that more people slept under a 

mosquito net. 

As expected, more children in the 0-4 years and adults 75 years and above were affected by 

cough or cold; this is likely due to low resistance to cold at young and old age respectively.  Cold 

or cough is common among males in the Western Area Rural District than in the rest of the other 

districts. Overall, more males reported cold or cough than their female counterparts across the 

districts.  

The prevalence of hypertension is seen to be increasing with age from 65 to 75 years for females; 

1 out of every 5 (20.3 percent) females aged 75 years and over, reported hypertension as an 

illness in the past 4 weeks preceding the interview.  Hypertension is reported much earlier by 

females than males; the data shows that this health condition manifests in males at age 35 years 

and above while in females it started much earlier at age 25 years.  

Within the Free Health Care programme, one would not expect any cost for medical services from 

children 0-4 years, the amount incurred could probably be due to seeking medical attention 

outside government health facilities. Generally, females of child bearing age tend to pay less than 

their male counterparts except for the 25-29 year age group where females pay more for medical 

services. Overall, mean cost of consultation, purchase of medicine, X-ray and other medical 

supplies is about Le103, 910 for males and Le103, 810 for females in Sierra Leone. The mean cost 

of these services varies across the regions with North-West paying less the Le70, 400.  Residents 

in the Western Area paid more than their counterparts in the other regions (Le180, 250 and 

172,680 for males and females respectively).  

In Sierra Leone disability is an area that has attracted the interest of central government, local 

councils and advocacy groups. There are 310, 973 persons with disability in Sierra Leone 

accounting for 4.3 percent of the total population. When compared with the 2011 SLIHS which 

gave a national prevalence of 2.9 and the 2015 Population and Housing census (SLPHC) which 

gave a prevalence of 1.3, the SLIHS 2018 national prevalence of 4.3 percent is highest. Looking at 

regional divide, the northern region has the highest number of these persons with disability 

(96,236) followed by the Eastern region (72,460). The Western area has the least number of 

persons with disability (36,205). 

The 2018 SLIHS shows that the main cause of disability for both males and females in Sierra Leone 

is diseases or illness (41.2 percent and 45.4 percent for males and females respectively). About 

21 percent of females are disabled as a result of aging.   
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Among the population with disability, 162, 208 are within the working ages of 15 to 64 years. 

Among the population with disability, a total of 93,843 (57.8percent) persons were employed the 

last week preceding the survey interview whilst among persons without disability, 63.1 percent 

where employed. of the 57.8 percent of persons with disability employed, 74.4 percent are self - 

employed. Fifteen percent are engaged help without pay in households or businesses.  Only 6.7 

percent are regular employees.  

About 71 percent of both males and females have taken the first round of all the vaccines in 

Sierra Leone. Across the regions, vaccination coverage for this first round is higher in the 

Northern Region with 4 out of every 5 children vaccinated (80.1 and 81.4 percent, male and 

female respectively). The lowest coverage is observed in Eastern Region where just about two-

thirds of children received all the first round of the vaccines (67.7 and 64.5 percent, male and 

female respectively). More children in the rural areas received this first round of vaccination their 

urban counterparts. About 72 percent of male children and 71 percent of female children were 

vaccinated in the rural areas compared to about 68 percent of male children and 71 percent of 

female children in the urban children. 

Vaccination coverage for those that have received one kind of vaccination or the other is 

relatively high in the country. About 95 percent of children in the Northern Region have received 

at least one vaccine compared to the Eastern Region where 4 out of every 5 children have 

received a vaccine. About 9 out of every 10 children in both the rural and urban areas have 

received one kind of vaccination or the other. 

From the SLIHS data it can be inferred that Social assistance for now, does not seem to be a 

contributory factor to prevent the poor or the vulnerable from shocks and falling below a certain 

poverty level. Other-in-kind transfers, medicines and micro loans are the most prominent social 

assistance programs for the poor and vulnerable. 

Findings show that households in Kailahun and Western Urban Districts described their 

ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ ŀǎ άǎǘŀōƭŜέ. Very few households in the country reported to have very stable status. 

Port Loko, Kenema, Tonkolili and Bo recorded the highest number of households reporting very 

unstable and unstable status. 

The survey examined perceived economic wellbeing of the households and results generally 

show that all Fourteen (14) administrative divisions of Sierra Leone have households that are 

perceived to be fairly rich, especially Port Loko, Kenema, Bo and Tonkolili Districts. The study 

revealed also that Tonkolili and Kailahun Districts had the highest prevalence of perceived 

poverty. 
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The SLIHS data shows that there were very few road accidents during the last year. About 

57percent of Households reported only minor injuries from road accidents and only about 

3percent of the respondent households reported death by road accidents. 

The large proportion of households that perceived that the Ebola impacted households on a large 

scale are households of Kono, Kambia, Bonthe, Port Loko and Tonkolili Districts. In all the regions, 

the Ebola virus affected the rural households more than the urban households. Western urban 

had more households affected by the virus than western rural as an exception to the rule. 

The survey results indicate that a greater proportion of households, about 69percent access 

social amenities by walking on foot, 23 percent use motorcycles and 7 percent use vehicles. The 

study further reveals that about 1percent ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƳŜƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ .ƛŎȅŎƭŜǎΣ 

Canoes and Boats. 

Financial intermediation and inclusion is still a problem in Sierra Leone. The 2018 SLIHS sought 

to investigate sources of capital for household activities and data shows that credits/loans are 

mainly acquired from relatives/friends/neighbors in all Districts with a proportion of 53.36 

percent. Traders are also a source of credit/loans with a proportion of 20.71 percent. Money 

Lenders, Micro finance institutions, cooperatives and commercial Banks show low proportions of 

6.56 percent, 5.37 percent, 4.47 and 0.5 percent respectively. 

The survey result indicates that households seek to acquire loans do so to expend on Consumer 

goods to a percentage of 32.9 percent. Other reasons for acquiring loans according to the survey 

data is do Business, undertake housing, and spend on Education, agriculture and health. 

Data shows that Western area Urban and western areas Rural are seen to have the number of 

households that had Bank accounts during the period the data was collected. The data further 

shows that Tonkolili and Kailahun Districts reported the least number of households with Bank 

accounts. 

The survey indicates that Western Rural District households get more remittances followed by 

Kenema District. Kailahun District had the least cash transfer at the time the data was collected. 

The SLIHS 2018 revealed that high proportion of the households in the Western Urban send 

money outside to other households. Western Rural also sends money outside the household to 

a considerable proportion. 

The 2018 Sierra Leone Integrated Household Survey shows that there are 4,460,087 persons in 

the dependent population which accounts for about 59.2 percent of the total population; 
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whereas 3,074,796 persons constitute the working population 15-64 years. Of the working age 

population, 2,745,418 persons were economically active and 1,425,196 were females and 21.4 

per cent of the economically active populations are youth in the age group 15-24 years. 

The unemployed total is 317,365, which shows that the number of the unemployed has increased 

by 264,627 (a percentage increase of about 83.4 per cent over the seven-year period 2011 to 

2018). 

The labour force participation rate in the 2018 SLIHS 73.4 percent is greater than the rate (67.1 

percent) in SLIHS 2011, implying increase in the volume of the supply of labour available to 

engage in the production of goods and service in the economy.  

The survey reveals that the paid working population that worked between 7-9 hours declined by 

8.2 percentage point from 45.8 percent in SLIHS 2011 to 37.6 percent in SLIHS 2018. 

The age group with the highest number of employed persons with secondary occupation 

male/female total is between 35-39 years old (96, 331 persons), followed by 30-34 years (76,623 

persons). 

 Wholesale and retail trade are the largest non-farm enterprise activity operated in the country 

with approximately 71.4 percent, which is almost the same as the 2011 SLIHS which was 71.1 

percent.  

The percentage of female (53.2 percent) that are not migrating is higher than that of the male 

(46.8 percent) that are not migrating, same so for the in-migrants with female 56.5 percent and 

male 43.5 percent, but for return-migrant, male 56.0 percent and female 44.0 percent which 

means more males are returning to their original place of birth than females. 

The 2018 SLIHS collected detailed information on housing characteristics relating to the type of 

dwelling units, occupancy status of households, housing expenditure, physical characteristics of 

ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎΩ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΣ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƴƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

Single dwelling unit is the most common type of dwelling in Sierra Leone accounting for 82.8 

percent, followed by multiple units in building 13.8 percent. At the residence level, 93.8 percent 

of single dwelling units were accounted for in rural areas and 65.2 percent in urban area which 

may be related to the Sierra Leone nuclear family system and nature of housing at the rural areas. 

Single dwelling unit is the most common type of dwelling in Sierra Leone accounting for 82.8 

percent, followed by multiple units in building 13.8 percent. At the locality level, 93.8 percent of 

single dwelling units were accounted for in rural areas and 65.2 percent in urban area. 
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About 50.6 percent of Sierra Leoneans share their dwellings. This represents a slight decline of 

2.8 percent when compared to the 2011 SLIHS (53.4 percent). By district level, Bo district 

reported the highest number of shared dwellings (64.9 percent) followed by Kenema district 

(61.3 percent), Tonkolili district (60.9 percent), Port Loko district (54.8 percent) and western 

rural (52.2 percent). In terms of unshared dwellings Bonthe district reported the highest number 

(62.8 percent), then Moyamba district (62.5 percent), Koinadugu (60.4 percent), Falaba district 

(59.2 percent) and Karene (56.5 percent). At national level (50.6 percent) reported to have 

shared dwellings. 

In terms of time spent in dwelling, western region has highest number of years spent by 

occupancy owned by member of household, followed by the North with 8.0 years on average. 

For urban area the southern region has the highest number of years Spent in dwelling by 

occupancy owned by member of household.  For rents, the Eastern province has the highest 

number of years spent in dwelling by occupancy in the rural area. 

Length of stay in dwelling free has been reported higher in the North-west region, 8.7 years on 

average followed by the North with 4.6 years on average. For the urban area the western region 

reported the highest number which account 7.6 years on average followed by southern area 

with 6.1 years on average. 

Overall, 79.5 percent of households constructed the house in which they dwell; only 1.7 percent 

of households purchased their dwelling. Regionally, a higher percentage of households 

constructed their dwelling. The table further reveals that, in the North West (88.6 percent), West 

and East (79.4 percent), North (78.7 percent) with the South showing 73.7 percent of households 

constructed houses they dwell. On the other hand, inherited units accounted for 26.2percent of 

the total dwelling units in the South followed by the North (21 percent), whereas the West show 

the least proportion (10.6 percent) of inherited dwelling unit. 

At the district level; there are higher occurrences of constructed dwellings in both Port Loko (93.3 

percent) and Koinadugu (92.2 percent) in Falaba (91.2 percent), Western Rural (90.3 percent) 

and Kono (89.1 percent) districts. Bombali accounted for 63.3 percent, the least households with 

constructed dwellings. Inherited dwellings are also significantly more common in Bombali (36.2 

percent) followed by Bo (29.3 percent) and Moyamba (26.4 percent) and lower in Western Rural 

with (2.1 percent). 

2018 SLIHS data shows that the highest percentages of dwelling units are owned by private 

individuals which accounted for 83.9percent nationally. This is distributed as follows 87.9 

percent, 87.0 percent, 77.9 percent, 74.3 percent and 62.4 percent in the Western, Southern, 

Eastern, Northern, and North-west regions respectively. Relative/friends and others owned less 
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than 20percent of dwelling units occupied by households nationally. The findings further reveals 

that 98.1 percent, 96.7 percent and 96.3 percent of dwelling units are owned by private 

individuals in Bonthe, Moyamba and Western Rural district respectively. While 49.9 percent, 49.2 

percent, and 44.1 percent of land lords are Relatives or friends in Pujehun, Falaba and Kailahun 

districts respectively. 

The following amounts were recorded Le 801,000, Le584, 000 and Le 477,000 as payments for 

minor constructions per annum on Owned, rented and free by family or friend dwelling unit in 

Sierra Leone. The amount spent on minor constructions is higher in the west (Le 1,383,000) 

followed by the North (Le 1,211,000) for dwelling owned by member of household and lower  

amount spent on minor construction on rented dwelling in the north west region (Le 83,000) but 

high in the west and southern region, Le(734,000) and Le(399,000) respectively. Expenditure on 

rent for minor constructions is higher in western region than the other regions. 

In Sierra Leone, the percentage of outside walls constructed with Mud and Wattle brick 

decreased in 2011, 58.9 percent of dwelling units had outside walls constructed of Mud and 

Wattle brick this percentage declined to 44.8 percent in 2018.  The data further shows that the 

use of cement block for the construction of outside wall of dwelling units in the urban areas 

increased from 22.2 percent in 2011 to 40.6 percent in 2018. 

There are wide regional variations in materials used for the construction of outside walls. Mud 

and Wattle brick outside walls were predominant in the East (59.7 percent), North (58.9 percent) 

and Southern (58.2 percent) regions. The other region with fairly high percentage of dwellings 

with Cement block is the Western region (50.7 percent), compared to the Southern (11.6 

percent), East and North Western (8.8 percent) regions respectively.   

The percentage of dwelling floors made with earth or mud nationally declined from 55.2 percent 

in 2011 to 47.7 percent in 2018, while the proportion made of concrete increased from 39.3 

percent to 45.2 percent. In 2011, the percentage of floors made of tiles, Wood or stone put 

together was 3.4 percent but this increased to 7.1 percent in 2018. In all the regions, concrete or 

cement was the most common material for floors ranging from 35.5 percent in Eastern region to 

75.9 percent in Western Area in 2018. However, south (62.1 percent), East (61.9 percent), and 

North (61.0 percent) still show that the main material for floor is earth or mud. 

2018 SLIHS shows that 84.6percent of dwelling units in Sierra Leone were roofed with corrugated 

iron sheets. The other two main materials used for roofing were Thatch (11.8 percent) and 

concrete or cement (3.1 percent). Less than one percent of roofs were made of Tarpaulin. 

Between 2011 and 2018, the percentage of dwellings with corrugated iron sheets as the main 
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roofing material increased from 73.3 percent to 84.6 percent. In contrast, the proportion of 

dwelling units with Thatch decreased from 20.7 percent to 11.8 percent.  

While the most common material for roofs were Corrugated Iron Sheet in all five regions. The 

regions with the highest percentage of roofs made up of Corrugated Iron Sheet were Western 

Area (92.1 percent), East (92.0percent) and North West (91.8 percent) regions. Southern region 

had the highest percentage of roofs made of thatch (26.3 percent), followed by Northern region 

(17.3 percent). 

The percentage of households using firewood decreased from 78.7 percent in 2011 to 72.0 

percent in 2018 and that of charcoal increased from 20.2 percent in 2011 to 27.7percent) in 2018. 

However, firewood remains the main source of cooking fuel in rural areas, although the 

percentage declined from 97.2 percent in 2011 to 95.2 percent in 2018. In contrast, only 32.8 

percent in urban areas used firewood, a decline from 50.1 percent in 2011. 

For all the regions, firewood was the predominant source of cooking fuel. This was particularly 

the situation in the South (89.4 percent), East (86.7 percent), North West (86 percent), and 

Northern (83.2 percent) regions. Western Area had the lowest percentage of households using 

firewood (11.9 percent). Moreover, the use of charcoal was low in the South (10.6 percent) and 

Eastern (13.2 percent) regions compared to other regions. Western Area had the highest 

percentage of households using Charcoal (87.2 percent) and gas (0.8 percent) for cooking. In all 

other regions, the 2018 SLIHS data shows that no household is using gas for cooking.  

At the national level, the three main sources of non-natural lighting in households were EDSA 

(19.5 percent), batteries (71.1 percent) and solar panel (6.6 percent). As expected, electricity, the 

most modern of the three utilities, is more prevalent in urban areas (49.3 percent) than in rural 

(0.9 percent); battery is more frequently used in rural areas (89.0 percent) than in urban (42.4 

percent). Other sources of lighting are also more popular in rural areas. Solar panel, for example, 

is used by 8.2 percent of households in rural areas compared to 3.9 percent in urban areas. The 

percentage of households using EDSA increased from 13.5 percent in 2011 to 19.5 percent in 

2018. In 2011, 52.3 percent of households were using battery, but this increased to 71.1 percent 

in 2018. 

Regionally, Western Area households have better access (70 percent) to grid electricity and 

fewer average hours (17) of availability than Northern region households with 8 percent access 

and higher average hours (20.3), but at a lower commensurate cost compared to Western Area. 

Sierra Leone has benefited from this global diffusion of mobile telecommunication, which is 

primarily the mode of communication for social and business activities. In Sierra Leone, the SLIHS 
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shows that 3,853,257 (77.2 percent) households have mobile phone coverage corresponding to 

64.6percent and 97.4percent of rural and urban areas respectively. The highest number of 

households with mobile phone coverage is found in the West 1,000,116 (97.1 percent), followed 

by East 743,844 (66.4 percent). Data showed that all the other regions had more than fifty 

percent of households with mobile phone coverage. At district level, Falaba, Moyamba, and 

Koinadugu districts reported substantially low proportions of mobile phone coverage of 37.0 

percent, 49.2 percent and 59.9 percent respectively. 

There is a wide variation between households in the western region and those in the provincial 

regions in sourcing improved drinking water. In the western region, the main sources of drinking 

water are from piped and bottle/sachet water, 43.2 percent and 26.9 percent respectively. The 

main sources of drinking water in the provincial areas vary. The eastern region has tube well 

(33.5 percent) and protected dug well (21.6 percent) as the main sources of water for drinking. 

The north uses more of river/stream (29.2 percent) as the main source of drinking water. The 

north/west has tube well (22.5 percent) and river/stream (22.6 percent) as the main sources of 

water for drinking while the south also uses tube well (25.0 percent) and river/stream (26.5 

percent) as the main sources of water for drinking. 

The data collection for Household Consumption Expenditure Survey was spread out in order to 

capture seasonal variation in food consumption and expenditure patterns and so Stats SL used 

one main approach, that of, one visit per household with the sample spread over a 12-month 

period. 

For analysis of the 2018 household level distribution of income, the theoretical definition of 

household income is based on the definition of household income set out in the International 

Conference of Labor Statisticians (ICLS 2004). The analysis follows the ICLS definition with an 

adaptation to the type of data available in the context of Sierra Leone.  Household 'income' 

comprises all current receipts, whether cash or in kind, that are received by the household or by 

individual members of the household, and which are available for, or intended to support, 

current consumption by the household.    

The estimated total household income in 2018 SLIHS was Le 18,895,989.83 million (Table7. 1). 

About ninety one percent of main source of income was household income from self-

employment, (contributing Le 17,125,336.87 million) 91percent of total income, followed by (Le 

1,001,381.91 million or 5.3 percent) income from employment income (cash and in-kind income). 

 Current transfers summed up to (3.4 percent) and that came mainly from Inter-household cash 

transfers Le 2.8 percent followed by rental income which include financial and non-financial 

assets as part of property income (i.e. rental income - from rent of agricultural equipment, 
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machinerȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ κΨƴƻƴ-ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭΩΣ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘύ ŀƴŘ 

other income (0.33 percent). The least contributing source to total household is dividends. 

the percentage distribution of average ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎΩ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŎome across region by 

source. It indicates that the Eastern region recorded the highest (92.7 percent) followed by the 

North-West (82.2 percent). Western region recorded (72.8 percent) and the Southern region 

recorded (56.3 percent) of income and the Northern region recorded the least (32.5 percent) in 

the form of cash employment. 

With regards to in-kind employment income, Northern region recorded (67.5 percent), Southern 

region (43.7 percent), Western (27.2 percent), North-West region (17.8 percent) and Eastern 

region recorded the least (7.3 percent)  

ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎΩ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ōȅ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ !ǊŜŀ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

highest (99.9 percent) of income from rented out buildings, equipment, lands and other asset 

compared to the North-West region The Southern region registered the highest value of renting 

out agricultural equipments followed by the North  and the least was the Eastern and Western 

regions. 

For cash transfer received by households, the North-West region registered the highest (Le 

212,230.18) followed Western and Eastern regions (Le 215,092.35 and Le 24,718.14) and the 

Southern and Northern region recorded (Le 55, 202.15 and Le 23,833.71).  For goods transfer 

received by households, the Western and Southern regions registered the highest (Le 28,272.46 

and Le 7,624.72) followed by the Eastern region (Le 2,527.30) and with North-West and North 

been the least. For food transfer received by households, the Eastern region registered the 

highest proportion, next is the Northern region (13 percent) followed by the Southern region (12 

percent) and with the West (7 percent) and North-West (2 percent) been the least. For transfer 

received from NASSIT, the Northern and Western region registered the highest (8percent and Le 

7 percent) followed by the Southern region (3 percent) and with the Eastern and North-Western 

region recorded the least respectively. 

In the Household total average annual values for all four components of income levels, the 

western region indicated the highest (Le4, 839,756 or 40.9 percent), followed by Eastern region 

(Le2, 433,131 or 20.5 percent), the Southern region (Le2, 118,488 or 17.9 percent), North-West 

(Le1, 428,940 or 12.1 percent) and North been the least.  It further illustrates that for total 

aggregate income employment income follows self-employment income, a little chunk comes 

from total cash transfers and rental income across all the regions.  
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The total employment income in the rural areas is less than one-third of that component in the 

urban areas- Rental income is more preponderant in the urban areas. 

Analysis shows that Sierra Leone is a male dominated society because males accrue higher 

incomes by all sources than the females. For total employment income the females accrued less 

than one-seventh of thŜ ƳŀƭŜǎΩ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΦ CƻǊ ǊŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΣ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǊŜƴǘŀƭ 

income is less than half that of the males and it followed the same pattern for total cash transfers. 

nationally about 16percent of households income level is lesser than Le1,000,000, and about 

48percent of households income level lie between Le1,000,000 and Le10,000,000. This implies 

that about 64percent ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎΩ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƭƛŜǎ ōŜƭƻǿ [ŜмлΣ лллΣллл (About US$1000). 

The remaining 37percent ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎΩ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Le10, 000,000. 

Similarly, at regional level , in the Eastern region level, about 60 percent  of total households 

income level is less than Le10,000,000,  in the Northern region, about 70 percent  of total 

households income level less than Le10,000,000 in the North-West region, about 56 percent in 

the Southern region, about 69 percent  of total households income level less than Le 10,000,000 

and in the Western region, about 60 percent of total households income level less than 

Le10,000,000. The distribution of income across region seems asymmetric, with a relatively small 

percentage of households having a high household income and larger percentage of households 

having very little household incomes.  

the average annual household income increases with quintiles. Overall, households in the 1st 

quintile had an average household income of about Le 2,938 million, compared to households in 

ǘƘŜ рǘƘ ǉǳƛƴǘƛƭŜΩǎ [Ŝ нтнΣрус ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΦ 

The Gini coefficient is a summary/total inequality measure of the relative degree of income 

inequality in a country The Gini coefficient calculated on per capita income is about 0.701 

compared to 0.297 in 2011. 

Three categories of consumables and at national level, the average annual household 

consumption expenditure on non-food was the highest (Le13,198,840) followed by household 

consumption expenditure for purchased food (Le9,824,046). Households reported the least 

average total annual consumption expenditure for own consumed food (Le1,406,100). This could 

be explained from perspective of low productivity across the country especially in the western 

region.  

At locality level the rural areas have higher own food and gift food consumption expenditure than 

Urban areas. 
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The national annual average household per capita consumption expenditure was reported at 

163,893 Leones. At regional levels, the western region reported the highest amount of total 

average annual consumption expenditure (Le9, 379,676), followed by the Eastern region 

(Le4,277,848). The North-West region reported the least total average annual consumption 

expenditure (Le3, 448,822). 

At national level, the average annual total deflated household consumption expenditure was 

reported at 143,850,000 Leones and the average annual total deflated per capita household 

consumption expenditure was reported at 1,438,000 Leones. The average annual total food 

consumption expenditure (Le67, 172,000) reported was lower than that for non-food 

consumption expenditure (Le 76,678,000).    

At regional levels, the findings suggest that, the western region even though it has the lowest 

average household size (5.5), reported the highest total average annual deflated household 

consumption expenditure (Le36, 654,000) and per capita expenditure (Le367, 000). Data also 

reveals that with highest average household size (6.9), the northern regions, reported a lower 

total average annual deflated household consumption expenditures of 16,537,000 than the 

North-West with a smaller average household size of 6.5, reporting a total average annual 

deflated household consumption expenditure of 17,018;000 Leones.     

The average annual household consumption expenditure in the fifth (highest) quintile (Le20, 

140,921) was about six or more times higher than that in the lowest quintile, whose households 

reported an average annual expenditure of 3,661,914 million Leones. A similar trend is 

manifested in the per capita expenditure in which the average annual per capita expenditure in 

the fifth quintile (Le 3,653,275) is about eight times that of households in the lowest quintile 

(Le641, 555). Further details of this trend suggest that the poorest 22percent (lowest quintile) of 

households spends 8 percent of total per capita consumption expenditure, whilst the richest 16 

percent of households in the fifth quintile, spend almost 45 percent of total per capita 

consumption expenditure.  

The findings show that 61 percent of total average household consumption expenditure for all 

consumables was spent on food purchase compared to 39 percent spent on non-food purchase. 

This is an indication of some level of poverty. 

For food purchase, the Northern region reported the least proportion of total average household 

consumption expenditure (17.33 percent). This due to the fact that the proportion of household 

consumption expenditure on own food consumption was reported to be very low (1.68 percent). 

The Western region reported the highest proportion of consumption expenditure (26.85 percent) 

followed closely by the eastern region which reported a proportion of 20.77 percent. 
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The total annual household consumption expenditure was estimated at 25,277,505 Million 

Leones. The average Sierra Leone household spent approximately 20,251 Leones during the 

survey period, with the main components of that expenditure coming from food and non-

alcoholic beverages, Transport, health, housing, clothing and footwear, furniture and 

miscellaneous goods and services. 

Sierra Leoneans households spent 46.75 percent far more the highest household consumption 

expenditure on Food and non-alcoholic beverages, followed by transport (8.79 percent), health 

(8.37 percent), housing etc. (6.88 percent), clothing and footwear (6.79 percent), furniture (6.09 

percent) and the lowest been miscellaneous 

According to the SLIHS 2018, households in Sierra Leone spent on average Le9, 468 per annum 

on food and non-alcoholic beverages and accounted for 9.91 percent of total household 

consumption expenditure in the country.  

At regional level, households in Western (12.99 percent) and North-West (10.64 percent) spent 

the highest percentages which were notably higher that the national average of 9.91 percent, 

while the Eastern (9.18 percent), Northern (8.85percent) and Southern (8.16 percent) on this 

expenditure group.  

Regionally, households in North-West (17.97 percent) and Eastern (10.44 percent) spent the 

highest in household consumption expenditure on alcoholic beverages, tobacco and narcotics 

and even higher that the national average of 10.15 percent, while the Northern (10.08 percent), 

followed by the Southern (8.94 percent) and Western as the least in this expenditure group.  

The table further revealed that the rural indicated the highest average household expenditure at 

12.91 percent, while the lowest average was with the urban spending 5.73 percent per annum. 

On average, urban households spent less on alcoholic beverages, tobacco and narcotics 

compared to those in rural areas.   

Regionally, household consumption expenditure on clothing and footwear as a proportion of 

total consumption expenditure in the Western (19.64 percent) was higher than average national 

and all the other regions, followed by Eastern (7.74 percent), Southern (7.67 percent) and 

Northern (7.36 percent). Household consumption expenditure on clothing and footwear as a 

proportion was lowest in North-west (6.28 percent).  

At regional level, Western had the highest proportion of spending on furnishings, household 

equipment and maintenance at 18.42 percent and its proportion exceeds the national average. 

The other regions were Northern (8.37 percent) followed by the Southern (8.14 percent), the 
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Eastern (7.28 percent) and with North-West been the least. Apart from the Western region, all 

the other regional averages were less than the national. 

According to table 7.24, male headed households (9.97) spending above that of their female 

όфΦтсύ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǇŀǊǘǎΩ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ŜȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ  

 At regional level, Western and Northern recorded the highest proportion of the total 

consumption expenditure on health (14.55 percent versus 13.37 percent), followed by the 

Eastern (7.39 percent). Southern (7.15 percent) and North-west regions scoring the lowest 

although slightly the same in proportion but differs in average. Both the Western and Northern 

regions indicate twice as higher than the national average while others three regions are below 

the national average. 

The study indicates that male headed households spent more on transport compared to female 

headed households (10.26 percent versus 8.54 percent). The average expenditure for male 

headed households is more than the national average, and its proportion to total expenditure is 

also higher than the national amount. Western had the highest average expenditure of 24.59 

percent on transport, followed by Northern (6.75 percent), Southern (6.18 percent), Eastern 

(5.76 percent) while the North-West ranked the lowest. Western doubles the highest national 

average and all other regions have lower proportions than the national average. Urban areas 

acquired the largest (17.69 percent) average than national and the rural the least. 

Males spent on average 9.95 percent more than females (8.96 percent) on communication. The 

communication as a share of consumption expenditure for male and female-headed households 

has almost a one percent gap.   

This part indicates household expenditure for the restaurants and hotels expenditure group. It 

consists of catering in modern hotels and restaurants, catering in informal sector stalls or 

restaurants and accommodation services. On the other hand, urban settlement type (18.74 

percent) doubles the national proportion of household expenditure attributed to restaurants and 

hotels with a difference of about 9.68 percentage point. In the rural settlement (4.02 percent), 

the household consumption expenditure on restaurants and hotels was two times lower than the 

overall national household consumption expenditure (9.68 percent) on this expenditure group.  

Consumption expenditure on miscellaneous goods and services includes hair dressing saloons 

and personal grooming establishment, other articles and products for personal care, clocks and 

watches, other personal effects and other services. 
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The outcomes also revealed that female headed households spent 914 Leones on average per 

annum on miscellaneous goods and services, whereas male-headed households spent 830 

Leones less than as compared to their female counterparts. 

In Urban settlement type (Le1, 501 or 17.08 percent) far exceeds both average and the national 

proportion of household expenditure attributed to miscellaneous goods and services.  In the rural 

settlement (Le447 or 5.08 percent), the household consumption expenditure on miscellaneous 

goods and services was two times lower than the overall national household consumption 

expenditure in the expenditure group.  

Out of 2,544,341 households that reported having owned Agricultural assets. The Eastern region 

reported the highest number of households with 717,734 accounting for 25.8 percent, Followed 

by the Southern region with 703,231 accounting for 25.3 percent. The North West region and 

North reported 616,548 and 580,886 accounting for 22.1 and 20.9 percent respectively. The 

Western region reported the least number of households with 166,456 accounting for 6.0 

percent. 

Analysis shows that more households bought cutlass 28.95 percent (799,332), Hand hoe 27.21 

percent (692,420), Winnower 22.48 percent (572,043), Axe 18.95 percent (472,043), Fish drying 

rack 1.75 percent (44,531) and cassava grater 0.62 percent (15,668) respectively. 

The total amount spent in the last twelve months is also higher for hand hoe Le 37.6B, cutlass Le 

36.9B, Axe Le 19.5B, Fish drying rack Le 1.3B, winnower Le 9.6B, sprayer Le 924,980 million and 

rice mill Le 867,812 million which are commonly use in land preparation especially for planting 

of crops and processing of husk rice in Sierra Leone are bought and rented more for agricultural 

households. 

Analysis shows that more households own items now in 2018,cutlass (799,332), Hand hoe 

(775,595), Axe (546,781), winnower (591,226), Power tiller (1603) respectively compared to 2011 

SLIHS, While for items like tractor, Plough, other tractor drawn equipment and rice mill were own 

by  more households in 2011 compared to 2018 SLIHS. 

SLIHS findings are that more male headed households cultivated agricultural land in the Eastern 

region with 24.44 percent for male and 23.68 percent female, North west, male 22.73 percent 

and female 22.17 percent, South, male 23.58 percent and female 23.45 percent, While the 

Northern region and Western region reported more female headed households cultivating land 

than male headed households 
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Findings within region reveals that, The Eastern region reported the highest number of 

households estimated at 209,141 households owning agricultural land and non-agricultural land, 

this is followed by the Southern region and the Northern region which reported 201,517 and 

191,017 respectively. The North West and Western Area reported the lowest with 171,915 and 

18, 835 households respectively. 

District level analysis revealed that, Kenema, Bo, Port Loko, Kono, Tonkolili and Moyamba 

reported the highest number of households that own or cultivated Agricultural land and Non-

agricultural land. 

Out of 4,962,005 agricultural households that cultivated land in the past twelve months, 

2,370,309 are male headed households and 2,591,696 are female headed households. This shows 

that more women are engaged in small scale/back yard garden than men.  

Analysis at districts level shows that Kenema, Port Loko, Bo, Falaba, Kambia, Moyamba ,western 

area rural and western area Urban reported more female headed households cultivated land in 

the past twelve months, while Kailahun, Bombali, Kono, Koinadugu, Tonkolili, Bonthe and 

Pujehun reported more male headed households. 

Regarding quantity of land owned by households, the estimated land owned was (2215495 ha). 

Analysis within districts shows that Kailahun, Kenema, Port Loko, Tonkolili reported the highest 

with (305901), (239789), (208196), (206537), followed by Bo (159412), Moyamba (146563), Kono 

(145220), Kambia (133874). 

The regional distribution shows that the Eastern and southern region shows the highest 

percentage of agricultural households owing land on upland ecology 

the North West, North and Southern region reported the highest number of households owing 

land on Inland valley ecology. Very few Households reported owing land on bolilands and 

mangrove. 

Results also revealed that the North West region reported the highest number of households 

cultivating or owing land on mangrove and riverine ecologies. The western region shows 

mangrove and riverine. 

Rain fed, Hand ςwatering, Canals and pump mechanized are sources of water for irrigation 

reported by all regions This implies that Agriculture is predominately rain-fed. This implies that 

other methods of   irrigation and water management other than rain-fed may be developed for 



xlvii 

 

improving pasture, crop production and also to provide a more complete picture of water usage 

in agricultural production  

District level analysis shows that Kailahun, Port Loko, Bombali, Kenema, Kambia, Tonkolili  and 

Bo district with, (89,538),(79,216),(45,636),(32,730), (28,600 ) and (26,420) reported the highest 

number of Agricultural households that seek permission to farm their holdings  accounting for 

22.53,11.48 ,8.2, 7.96, 7.20 and 6.65 percent respectively. While Moyamba, Koinadugu, Pujehun, 

Bonthe and Kono districts reported 19,880, 15, 736, 11,400, 7,763 and 5,134 estimated at 5.00, 

3.96, 2.87, and 1.95 percent respectively. Western Area rural and Western Area urban reported 

the lowest number of households asking permission to cultivate their farms. 

Out 1,454,977 agricultural households that gave information on payment to farm on their 

holdings, 311,658 reported having to pay before working on the holding, while 1,143,319 

households responded that, they did not pay anything before working on the holding. Analysis 

on the form of payment also shows that 199,382 agricultural households pay fixed amount, 

95,545 households used share of harvest as payment, while 16,451 agricultural households used 

other source of payments. 

Regional Analysis further revealed that North West and Northern region reported the highest 

with 114,775 and 95,055 agricultural households reported payment to farm on their farms 

respectively. This was followed by the Southern region with 64,627 agricultural households, while 

Eastern region and western region reported the lowest with 29,977 and 7,224 respectively. 

The within regional analysis revealed that the East region had the highest number of agricultural 

households that used improved seeds NERICA with 50,153 households accounting for 59.28 

percent. This was followed by the southern region with 14, 241 agricultural households 

accounting for 16.83 percent. While the North West and Northern region reported 11,335 and 

7,948 agricultural households estimated at 13.4 and 9.39 percent respectively. 

Finding in table 8.4.2.3a shows the quantity of crops mainly harvested in various months within 

the year. Cassava is mainly harvested more in December 13.96 percent followed by November 

11.92 percent and January 11.88 percent. Cassava Leaves is mainly harvest in October 12.76 

percent, September 12.71 percent and August 11.54. Coffee in January 24.36 percent, December, 

26.04 percent February 16.87 and November 14.02 percent. Cocoa is harvested more in October 

18.33 percent, December 16.54 percent and September 16.93 percent. Oil palm is harvested 

more in April 14.34, May 13.76 percent and June10.38 percent. Cashew harvested more in 

October 17.37 percent, November 17.37 percent and December 11.26 percent. Cola nut in 

December22.1 percent, January 20.03 and November 15.76 percent. Rubber mainly harvested in 
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October 31.30 percent, September 31.30 percent and August 12.47 percent. Mango is mainly 

harvested in May, April and June with 39.80, 25.24 and 22.24 percent respectively. 

The total amount paid for things planted is Le 4.5B, Le 11.2B amount spent on labour to plough 

and Le 780.1M amount spent on equipment. The highest amount spend is on the amount spent 

on labour to plough Le 11.2B. 

The result shows that Le 16.5B is spent on things for planting, labour to plough and equipment 

in Sierra Leone. The southern region is spending the highest Le 8.1B on the three activities 

followed by Le 3.8B in the North, Eastern region Le 2.9B and West which shows the lowest Le 

518.6M. 

Regional analysis shows that the North West region reported the highest percentage with 1,444 

representing 25.98 percent of agricultural households; this was closely followed by West region 

with 1,369 representing 24.63 percent. While the north and South region reported 1,291 and 880 

representing 23.22 and 15.83 percent respectively. The Eastern region reported the lowest with 

575 representing 10.34 percent. 

District analysis shows that West area Urban, Karene and western rural reported the highest 

percentage of farmers applying organic fertilizer. 

Regarding the kind of fertilizer used, NPK 15:15:15 was mostly used by the three regions, 

followed by unspecified fertilizer, while urea, NPK,20:20:20 and other types of inorganic 

fertilizers are used by a small percentage of agricultural households. 

District analysis shows that Kambia, western area urban and Karene reported the highest 

percentage of farmers applying Inorganic fertilizer. 

Regional analysis shows that the Western region reported the highest percentage of 

herbicides/insecticide use. Unsurprising given its proximity to Freetown and hence easier and 

cheaper herbicides access.  This was followed by the Southern region While East, North and North 

West reported no usage of herbicides/insecticide. 

Regional analysis revealed that, the South region with 104,404 estimated 35.75 percent 

experiences more crop loss before harvest. This was followed by the East region with 75,238 

estimated at 25.76 percent agricultural households. While the North and North West region. 

Cassava processing which is an important sector in the production chain is most prominent in the 

south where 79.26 percent process/grate all the cassava that is harvested and also in the same 
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south 82.54 percent process/grate some of the cassava that is harvested. Interestingly, the same 

South spent the highest amount Le 1.7B to pay to grate cassava on machine.  

Among the districts the highest number of percentages for cassava processing were reported by 

Moyamba, Pujehun, Port Loko and Bonthe. 

In the first quarter most households are engage in firewood collection, making charcoal, 

harvesting timber and cutting fence sticks. In the second quarter most households are engage in 

firewood collection and making charcoal. The East shows 83.50 percent are engaged in collecting 

firewood followed by 5.91 percent gathering wild fruits. The same trend goes for the third 

quarter which shows most households are engage in firewood collection, making charcoal and 

cutting of fence sticks. These three activities are prominent in all the regions. 

The table above shows the percentage of households that did fishing in the past 12 months.  The 

southern province shows the highest of 52.84 percent of those households who did fishing or 

hired others in the last 12 months. This is followed by East 17.85 percent and the North West 

14.02 percent. Western region shows the least of 6.95 percent of households who did fishing in 

ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ мн ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ [ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǿǎ 

that 52.76 percent of household fish in the sea/ocean followed by 24.68 percent in the North 

west and 21.35 percent in the western region. The river (all year round) shows that the southern 

region has higher percentage of 49.82 percent, East 21.52 percent, and North West 16.40 percent. 

The stream fishing also shows higher percentage in the southern region 37.85 percent, 33.53 

percent for East and27.2 for North. For fresh water pond/lake south is 68.85 percent, 15.69 

percent in the North West and 13.45 in the Eastern region. The south also shows higher 

percentage of 66.85 and the East 29.05 percent. Southern region shows higher percentage 55.32 

percent for salt water. 

The table shows the percentage of households that obtained a license/permit from different 

sources. The North west shows the highest percentage of 51.44 percent of households who took 

fishing licence/permit from the ministry of fisheries and marine resources followed by the west 

31.43 percent and southern region 17.13 percent. For Local councils, 66.71 percent of the 

households took license/permit, the West 25.77 percent, North West 7.52 percent and the North 

and East shows that households do not take license/permit from the local councils. The west and 

south also show the highest percentage of households that took license/ permit from national 

revenue authority 65.9 and 34.1 percent respectively and rest of the other regions shows that 

households do not take license/ permit from the national revenue authority.  The Other source 

of taking license/ permit which can taking daily tickets/market due ect shows that in the southern 

region 53.63 percent of households use this other source followed by East 18.62 percent and 

14.15 percent. 
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Use different type of boats for fishing by region. The dugout canoe boat, the southern region has 

the highest percentage of 85.99 followed by 10.6 percent in the North West and the North 

recorded 0 percent. For the traditional wooding boat, the North West have the highest percent 

of 43.73, the west 32.1 percent and south 20.03 percent. For the traditional wooden boat shows 

0.0 percent which means that this type of boat is not use in the East region. Data shows that only 

the West which is the highest and the North West that only use the modern manufacture boat 

68.97 and 31.03 percent respectively. The Boat with separate motor shows from the data the 

only south 70.48 and North West 29.52 percent use this type of boat and rest of the other do not 

use boat with separate motor. 

The table shows a total of 84, 632 fishing nets and lines report by fishing households in Sierra 

Leone and among this majority 31.5 percent use traditional fish traps followed 17.07 percent 

using hook and line and small percentages of fishing households 8.62 and 8.11 percent using 

bottom set gillnet and ring net respectively. The cast net and the long line fishing net have the 

percentage of 7.31 followed by bottom drift gillnet and 5.19 percent of channel net. 

ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ ƛƴ {ƛŜǊǊŀ [ŜƻƴŜΣ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ 

night 22,274 followed by life jackets fishing 7,563, traps for lobsters 3,540, scuba diving 

equipment 1.412 and least boat radio. 

Total amount spent on the newest equipment 1 to 2 years ago is Le 3.9M of which the highest is 

spent on the purchase of life jackets for fishing Le 1.3M followed by Traps for lobsters Le 1.3M 

and the least on boat radio. 

The fish catch varies from season to season because tide of the sea and in the mid-high season, 

households catch more of catfish 7033 in volume teams which is 12.91 percent, other fish 6086 

(11.17 percent) gwan-gwan 5799 (10.64 percent ), crab 5754 (10.56 percent), couta/kinni 5248 

(9.63 percent) and the rest follows in the table above. In the mid-high season, households catch 

more of bonga 9790 in volume teams which is 15.06 percent, catfish 8730 (14.96 percent) crab 

8241 (12.67 percent), gwan-gwan 4992 (7.68 percent), snail 4819 (7.41 percent) 

fishing households fish catch selling place is more on beach riverbank 60.42 percent, 32.6 in the 

market place and other which can be those walk round communities to sell is 6.98 percent. 

District analysis shows that more female households own livestock in Port Loko, Tonkolili, 

Moyamba, Bo, Karene, western rural and Falaba, while districts like Kailahun, western area urban, 

Bombali and Kono, reported higher percentages male headed households. 
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In the last 12 months households own 1.1M livestock nationwide and disaggregated by livestock, 

chickens is the highest 654,600 (58.24 percent) followed by goats 219,106 (19.49 percent), sheep 

132,855 (11.82 percent) and the least is farm fish 1818 (0.16 percent). 

It should be noted that cattle, sheep and goats rearing at district level is much more high and 

common in Falaba, Koinadugu, Kambia, Karene and Port Loko, while poultry keeping Port Loko, 

Tonkolili, Bo, Kenema and Kambia reported the highest (see annex for details). 

 Analysis shows that in Sierra Leone levels of livestock holding are very low, especially considering 

that the majority of households are engaged in farming activities. 
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MAIN FINDINGS ON POVERTY IN SIERRA LEONE:  LEVELS AND TRENDS  -   
2011 TO 2018 

 

Poverty remains high in Sierra Leone with the official poverty 

rate at 56.8% in 2018.  Calculations from the 2018 SLIHS place 

the food poverty line (the amount needed to buy a sufficient 

amount of food following the local diet) at Le 2,125,000 

annually per adult equivalent, and the total poverty line 

(accounting for both food and non-food expenditure) at Le 

3,921,000 per adult equivalent. This results in an extreme 

poverty rate of 12.9%, a food poverty rate of 54.5% and an 

overall poverty rate of 56.8%. 

 

Poverty is concentrated in the rural areas in Sierra Leone.  

Poverty rates in rural areas are more than twice as high as in 

urban areas, 73.9% compared to 34.8%.  Separating out 

Greater Freetown (all urban areas in Western Area), we find 

that Freetown has a significantly lower poverty rate (22.8%) 

than other urban areas (49.3%).  Extreme poverty rates show 

an even greater disparity: the rate is 19.9% in rural areas and 

3.8% in urban areas.  Food poverty rates show less variation 

and the rate for rural areas is quite close to the rate for other 

urban areas, showing that although those in rural areas are 

much poorer overall, they are no worse than urban dwellers 

(outside of Freetown) in terms of having sufficient food.  

Poverty depth and severity (which consider not just whether 

households are poor, but how poor they are and inequality 

among the poor) show stark disparities between urban and 

rural areas. 

The North is the province with the highest rate of poverty, districts Tonkolili, Pujehun and 

Falaba have the highest rates by district.  Poverty rates are 64.1% in the East, 76.5% in the North, 

62.3% in the North-West, 67.7% in the South and 23.3% in the West.  Poverty rates vary widely 

within province, however, and the three poorest districts (Pujehun, Tonkolili, and Falaba) span 

the far south, center and far north-east of the country. The least poor districts are Western Area 

Urban and Rural, Kambia and Bonthe. 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































