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PREFACE

Statistics Sierra Leone (Stats SL) conducted its first Informal Cross Border
Trade (ICBT) survey in 2024, which produces baseline data on informal
trade flows. The ICBT survey is an economic survey covering transactions
in merchandise across selected informal cross border trade points between
Sierra Leone and its neighbouring countries (Republic of Guinea and
Liberia). Such transactions are not monitored and captured by Customs
authorities; and hence not included in the official statistics. However, when
aggregated, these small transactions become significant due to their
frequent occurrence. If properly harnessed, ICBT have the potential to

support Sierra Leone’s on-going efforts of poverty alleviation.

The purpose of the ICBT survey was to assess and measure the magnitude
of informal (unrecorded) trade flows between Sierra Leone and its
neighbouring countries in order to improve the coverage of International
Merchandise Trade Statistics (IMTS). Data was collected on trade flows at
twenty (20) informal cross-border trade points, purposively selected based
on the significance of trade flows across the informal cross-border trade
points. This ICBT survey report provides estimates of informal trade flows,
direction of trade, type of goods traded, direction of trade and mode of
transport. The survey has provided significant value of informal trade flows
with its neighbouring countries that has been missing from the country’s
IMTS. Integrating the informal trade flow into the compilation of IMTS
would contribute to the completeness of the country’s Gross Domestics
Product (GDP) and Balance of Payment (BoP) statistics. Additionally, the
survey results would influence the formulation of policy and regulatory
framework that would enhance the role of informal cross border trade and

its mainstreaming into the formal economy.



Statistics Sierra Leone is very much grateful to the partners and
stakeholders who contributed to the success of the survey such as the Bank
of Sierra Leone, Office of National Security, Ministry of Trade and Industry,
National Revenue Authority, Immigration Services Department, Security
Sectors (Police and the Military), Community Authorities and informal
traders at the respective ICBT survey points. We look forward to this
continued cooperation and contribution in similar future ICBT surveys. We
appreciate the contributions of Mohamed Brima Moigua, Head of Foreign
Trade Statistics for coordinating the implementation of the ICBT survey and
Mwaluma Andrew Bryma Gegbe, Director of National Accounts and
Economic Statistics Division (NAESD) for supervising the survey

implementation.

We are grateful to the Government of Sierra Leone and the World Bank for
providing funds to facilitate statistical data collection activities and
especially supporting the Informal Cross Border Trade Survey through the

Harmonizing and Improving Statistics in West Africa (HISWA) Project.

Andrew Bob Johnny
Statistician General/CEO
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KEY DEFINITIONS

Balance of Payments
(BoP):

General Trade System
(GTS):

Gross Domestic
Product (GDP):

Informal Cross-Border
Trade (ICBT):

Mode of Transport
(MoT):

Trade Balance (BoT):

This is a statement that systematically
summarizes the economic transactions of an
economy/country with the rest of the world for
a given accounting period

This is the method of recording all goods
leaving or entering the country as they cross

the customs frontiers.

Gross domestic product is the monetary value
of all finished goods and services produced in

a country in a given time period.

This refers to trade transactions between
residents and non-residents across the
economic boundaries of two or more countries

that are not recorded by Customs authorities.

This is any means of transportation used to
convey goods across economic boundaries

between two countries.
This is the difference between foreign

exchange earnings from exports and the

expenditures on imported goods.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The informal cross-border trade (ICBT) survey was conducted in
collaboration with key partners involved in foreign trade data generation
and/or utilization, which include the Bank of Sierra Leone, Ministry of Trade
and Industry, Office of National Security and the Directorate of Research,
Monitoring and Evaluation of the National Revenue Authority. The purpose
of the survey was to assess and measure the magnitude of informal
(unrecorded) trade flows between Sierra Leone and her neighbouring
countries (Guinea and Liberia) in order to enhance the coverage of
International Merchandise Trade Statistics. Data was collected at twenty
(20) informal cross-border trade points, purposively selected based on the
significance of trade flows across the informal cross-border trade points and
availability of supporting supportive institutions especially security
structures (RSLAF, SLP and ONS). The survey report provided estimates of
informal trade flows, direction of trade, goods traded, direction of trade and

mode of transport. The key results and findings are as follows.

Total informal trade value

The ICBT survey revealed significant informal trade flow between Sierra
Leone and her neghbours. Results indicated the total value of informal trade
flows was NLe 24,089,399 in March 2024. Of which, informal exports worth
NLe 16,095,254 representing 66.8% of total informal trade flows and value
of informal imports was NLe 7,994,145 (33.2%).

Informal trade balance

Trade balance is favourable in terms of informal trade, with informal
exports exceeding informal imports; recorded at NLe 8,101,109. This
indicates that Sierra Leone is a net exporter as per the informal trade flows

during the survey period.



Direction of informal trade

Findings indicated that the Republic of Guinea is the main destination of
informal exports valued at NLe 15,084,913, which represented 93.7%
share of total informal exports as well as the primary source of informal
imports, accounting for NLe 7,448,611 (93.2%). Unlike, Liberia accounted
for NLe 1,010,341 (6.3%) of informal exports and NLe 545,534 (6.8%) of

informal imports.

Overall, Guinea-Conakry emerged as leading partner country for informal
trade in the period under review with value of exports and imports
(combined) estimated at NLe 22,533,524 representing 93.5% of the total
informal trade. Whilst Liberia recorded the lowest informal trade at NLe
1,555,875, accounting for 6.5%.It is obvious that ICBT points with the
Republic of Guinea recorded the bulk of informal trade flows (exports and

imports).

Informal traded goods

Findings revealed the main dominant informal goods traded in March 2024
was beverages, confectionaries & provisions valued at NLe 6,561,149.
Agricultural products closely followed at NLe 6,489,564. Other
manufactured products were traded at NLe 3,585,378, petroleum products
and lubricants NLe 3,370,981, forestry products (timber and charcoal) NLe
2,278,500 and livestock/animal NLe 1,258,315. Fish, meat chicken
products were least traded goods (NLe 545,512).

In terms of specific goods, local rice and oil palm products (palm oil and
kernel oil) worth NLe 1,302,966 and NLe 1,114,266, respectively, were the
popular agricultural products traded. Cattle (cows) valued at NLe 832,375
was dominantly traded amongst livestock/animal. Trading of non-alcoholic

beverages/soft drinks (NLe 3,749,711) was most common amongst



beverages, confectionaries and provisions whilst timber products (NLe

2,069,522) were leading traded goods amongst the forestry products.

Mode of Transport

Motor bikes were the primary mode of transport used in transporting traded
goods across the informal cross borders, which accounted for NLe
13,206,002 representing 54.8% of total informal trade. Vehicles were
observed conveying goods worth NLe 8,159,828 (33.9%). Others
(boat/canoe, tricycle, pushcart, bicycle, head carriage) together conveyed
goods worth NLe 2,723,569 (11.3%).

Conclusion

The ICBT survey has provided significant value of informal trade flows with
her neighbouring countries that has been missing from the country’s IMTS.
The integration of informal trade into formal merchandise trade would
enhance completeness of information in the country’s GDP and BoP
statistics. Overall, Sierra Leone is a net exporter under informal trade and
integrating informal trade into formal trade would reduce the trade balance
deficit. Findings indicate there is high market potential for agricultural
products in region, hence the need to promote trade cooperation with

neighbouring countries which are main partners of the informal trade.

Finally, with the ICBT balance of trade been favourable it indicates that
more goods are informally exported out of the country than imported into
the country; and nine out of every informal goods exported are taken to

the Republic of Guinea.

Xi



Recommendations

Implications for enhancing Statistics

It should be noted that the ICBT survey conducted in March 2024 did
not account for seasonal variation in informal trade flows. It is
therefore recommended that similar survey be conducted in the
months of the raining season to gauge seasonal variation in the

informal trade flows.

With the significant value of informal trade flows in goods with
neighbouring countries from the ICBT survey, strengthening
consistent ICBT data collection at key informal cross border points

would gauge informal trade contribution to the economy.

Integration of ICBT data collected from the survey into the formal
trade database would enhance compilation of International
Merchandise Trade Statistics (IMTS).

There is need for annual ICBT survey be conducted as much as
possible, preferably twice in a year, to enhance accurate and full

coverage of IMTS.

Expanding data collection coverage to include more ICBT points
would improve the value of informal trade and enhance the coverage
of IMTS as well as its contribution to gross domestic product (GDP)

and Balance of Payments (BoP).

xii



Policy Implications

Agricultural goods transacted under informal trade such as local rice,
groundnuts, garri and tubers (cassava, potatoes and yams) have
direct implication on the country’s food security situation. Deliberate
harnessing of such abundant food resources during harvest could

ensure food security nationwide.

Furthermore, agricultural goods and forestry products traded under
informal trade are mostly raw materials like palm oil, benni and cash
crops (cocoa, coffee and ginger) with virtually no value added. Under
ICBT, no particular standards and quality control measures are
observed; hence adversely affecting the price competitiveness of the

traded products.

Noting that trade balance is favourable under ICBT, there is need to
arrange bilateral trade pact with neghbouring countries to ensure
sustainability of trade flows that would further Improve the trade

balance.

Given ICBT has potential to increase incomes of border resident’s
households and communities, it could be harnessed a poverty
reduction strategy. The government should strategically improve on
productive infrastructure, value addition and facilitate development

of border markets at key ICBT points with high trade flows.

Sierra Leone should initiate policies with its neighbouring countries
that target actors in informal trade in order to enhance their income
and product competitiveness. Harmonization of trade and fiscal
policies in the region could contribute to price stability that could

mitigate the impact of informal trade on the respective economies.
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Vi.

Vii.

Export promotion agencies should engage in training informal traders

in product development, quality improvement and value addition.

Government should introduce a legal framework to protect informal
traders and encourage them to declare their merchandise at time of
crossing the borders. The awareness should focus on the rights of

informal traders and the need to declare their goods formally.
There is need to sensitize the various stakeholders including security

personnel, police, immigration and other border authorities to

enhance coordination of their activities in guiding informal traders.
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

This introductory chapter provides the background of the Informal Cross
Border Trade survey and outlines the survey objectives, justification of the

survey, the survey organization and structure of the report.

1.1 Background of the Informal Cross Border Trade (ICBT)
Survey

Informal cross border trade (ICBT) is an important component of a
country’s informal sector and has rolling effects on immediate trading
countries and border communities. ICBT can have positive macroeconomic
and social effects such as food security and income creation, particularly
for the rural populations who would otherwise suffer from social exclusion.
If properly harnessed, ICBT has the potential to support the country’s

economy.

Informal cross-border trade refers to trade
transactions between residents

and non-residents across the economic
boundaries of two or more countries that are ©
not officially recorded by Customs authorities. ;

Traders who engaged in informal cross border

trade evade declaration of goods, thus go ;
through unofficial routes and avoid customs controls. They escape
regulatory framework set by the government; avoid taxes and regulatory
measures. For Sierra Leone, informal cross-border trade reflects trade in
legitimately produced goods and services between Sierra Leone and its
neighbouring countries (Guinea and Liberia). Informal cross-border trade
has increasingly become critical owing to the numerous informal border

crossing points across the country. The feasibility study! of cross border

' The feasibility study was conducted in preparation of the ICBT survey; that provided the list of informal cross
border trade points which served as sampling frame for the selection of the survey sample.



trade points conducted in 2023 recorded 185 border-crossing points and
points of entry do exist across the country. It was discovered that trade
flows are barely recorded at fewer formal cross-border trade points
(including Gbalamuya, Jendema, Lungi International Airport, Queen
Elizabeth Quay, Koindukura and Bailu) that are monitored by Customs
authorities. Trade between Sierra Leone and the neighbouring countries is
largely informal at most of the cross-border
points and is not recorded into the national .
official statistics. Though the value of
informal cross-border trade transactions =
could be small, yet they would be significant
due to their frequent occurrence. Therefore,
its exclusion substantially underestimates

the overall International Merchandise Trade

and national accounts.

Statistics Sierra Leone, thus, considers the compilation of the informal cross
border trade data in order to expand the coverage of IMTS. The ICBT survey
is an economic survey covering trade in goods between Sierra Leone and
neighbouring countries (Guinea and Liberia) that are not recorded by the
official customs clearance system. The ICBT survey was initiated to

supplement the compilation of the IMTS from the customs trade data.

1.2 The Purpose and Objectives of the Survey

The purpose of the informal cross-border trade survey was to assess and

measure the magnitude of informal (unrecorded) trade flows between
Sierra Leone and her neighbors (Guinea and Liberia) in order to enhance
the coverage of IMTS. The survey provided information on trade
transactions across the informal cross-border points including the
commodities involved, value and direction of trade as well as the mode of

transport.



The specific objectives are:

Determine the nature and composition of commodities transacted

under the informal cross-border trade;

e Determine the values of the informal exports and imports of goods
traded;

e Provide a comparative analysis of formal and informal trade flows

including net trade balance;

e Establish the direction of informal cross-border trade flows by country

of origin and destination as well as the mode of transport;

e Generate monthly, quarterly and annual ICBT estimates for IMTS,

balance of payments and national accounts statistics compilation.

1.3 Justification of the Survey

The compilation of international merchandise trade statistics primarily
utilizes trade data of trade flows of goods between Sierra Leone and other
countries in the world from Customs declarations. Supplementary data are
obtained and used from a few non-Customs sources?. The trade statistics
are not completely captured by the administrative data from Customs and
non-Customs sources. It is obvious that the statistics do not account for
informal cross-border trade flows, especially between Sierra Leone and its
neighbours (Guinea and Liberia). The lack of data on informal cross-border
trade flows has led to the international merchandise trade statistics to be
underestimated; and thus, the country’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
And Balance Of Payments Statistics. The ICBT Survey Is Conducted To

Supplement Formal trade data to enhance the coverage of IMTS.

2 Data from two non-Customs sources are utilized in addition to Customs data: (i) mineral exports
from National Mineral Agency (NMA); and (ii) imports of petroleum products from Petroleum
Regulatory Agency (PRA).



Informal cross-border trade has increasingly become critical owing to its
impact on the economy.

With the numerous informal border-crossing points across the country,
there is a significant amount of informal cross-border trade stirring between
Sierra Leone and its neighbours. However, the magnitude of the informal
cross-border trade, particularly in terms of volume, value, direction and
composition of the trade flows (imports and exports) are not recorded into
the official statistics. Although informal cross-border trade transactions
could be small, yet they would be significant due to their frequent
occurrence. Therefore, its exclusion substantially could underestimate the
overall international merchandise trade statistics, balance of payments and

national accounts.

The ICBT survey is thus needed to supplement the trade data and the gap
in the trade statistics. The results of the survey would produce a significant
component of merchandise trade between Sierra Leone and her
neighbouring countries; thereby ensure the enhanced coverage and
accuracy of IMTS to some extent. The survey would generate a
comprehensive and reliable trade data (and statistics) across the informal
cross borders and the extent of the informal cross-border trade including
the volume, value, direction and composition of the trade flows (imports
and exports). It could also be used to assess the impact of government
policies on trade, the extent to which the country’s trade balance and
balance of payment are underestimated; and the amount of revenue
government is losing due to informal activities at the informal cross-border

trade points.

1.4 The Management of the Survey

The informal cross border trade (ICBT) survey was conducted in
collaboration with key stakeholders/partners involved in foreign trade data
generation and/or utilization. The key stakeholders included the Bank of
Sierra Leone (BSL), Ministry of Trade and Industry (MTI), Office of National



Security (ONS) and the Directorate of Research, Monitoring and Evaluation
of the National Revenue Authority (NRA). Statistics Sierra Leone initiated
and led the planning and implementation of the ICBT survey. A technical
committee comprising representatives from Stats SL and the key partners
managed the survey. This committee reviewed and validated survey

documents including questionnaire, manual and survey report.

At the inception of the survey, the stakeholders’ consultative meeting was
held with representatives from key institutions that have influence on the
informal cross border trade in the country. The key institutions include Bank
of Sierra Leone (BSL), Ministry of Trade and Industry (MTI), Office of
National Security (ONS), National Revenue Authority (NRA), Immigration
Services Department, Sierra Leone Investment and Export Promotion
Agency (SLIEPA), Sierra Leone Chambers of Commerce, Industry and
Agriculture (SLCCIA), Republic of Sierra Leone Armed Forces (RSLAF),
Sierra Leone Police (SLP) and National Trade Council (NTC). The
consultative meeting essentially enhanced the stakeholders’ understanding
of the ICBT survey concept; and participation of the informal traders,
community authorities and security sector, especially the police, ONS and

military officials around the ICBT survey points.
1.5 Structure of the Report

The report is organised into four chapters. Chapter one presents the
introduction of the ICBT survey which details the background of the survey
and outlines the objectives, justification and organization of the study.
Chapter two presents the methodology while Chapter three highlights the
main findings. The summary of findings, conclusion and recommendations

are provided in Chapter four.



CHAPTER 2: THE SURVEY METHODOLOGY

This chapter discusses the scope of the survey, selection criteria of
surveyed ICBT points; the trade system and valuation used; data collection
techniques; data collection instruments; data processing and analysis as

well as data limitations.

2.1 The Scope of the Survey

The ICBT survey focused on ICBT points
where there are no Customs authorities
to monitor and record trade flows
between Sierra Leone and the
neighbouring  countries. For data
collection, the survey targeted traders at 5 ,
selected ICBT points in the eight (8) Je
border districts including Kambia,
Karene, Koinadugu, Falaba, Kono,

Kailahun, Kenema and Pujehun. Data

was collected on the inflow and outflow = 3

of legitimately produced goods at the sample ICBT pomts between 7:00
am and 7:00 pm daily. Thus, night-time cross-border transactions were
neither monitored nor recorded. Specifically, the following information were
collected including type, volume/quantity, value, direction (origin and
destination) and mode of transport of all goods entering and leaving the

country.
2.2 Trade System and Valuation

The collection of ICBT data follows the General Trade System (GTS) of
compiling International Merchandise Trade Statistics. The GTS requires

that all goods leaving or entering the country are recorded as they cross
the customs frontiers. During data collection, the following transactions

were recorded:



All merchandise leaving/entering the country carried on foot,
bicycles, push carts, motor bikes, tricycles, vehicles and
boats/canoes both in large and/or small quantities that is not

recorded by customs authorities;

Undeclared or under declared merchandise of traders on formal

customs declaration documents.

The following are excluded from informal cross-border trade recording:

All goods that are properly declared and verified by customs officials

on declaration documents;

Transit goods into and out of the country at any border post being

monitored;

Goods smuggled into or out of the country and night-time cross-

border transactions.

The valuation of informal exports was based on ‘free on board’ (fob)

valuation, while imports was valued at ‘cost insurance and freight’ (cif).

Traders invoices/receipts and price tags on the merchandise was used to

determine the final value of the merchandise. In the absence of supporting

documents, prices were obtained directly from the traders at the time of

data collection. However, for large consignments of goods, wholesale prices

were used, while for small quantities retail prices are used. In situations

where the volume of the consignments could not be verified, the goods

were weighed to ascertain their volumes.



2.3 Selection of ICBT Points for the Survey

Twenty (20) informal cross border trade points were purposively selected
to collect the relevant data on trade flows for the 2024 ICBT survey. The
sample was, however, proportionately . |
allocated reference to the number of
ICBT points in the survey districts. The
selection of the cross-border posts was
be based on the significance of trade &
flows through border points and
availability of supporting supportive .
institutions  such as immigration
department and security structures
(RSLAF, police and ONS) according to the e A 5
feasibility study of cross border points report. The I|st of ICBT points was

i * =

further verified with officials of the District Security Committee of the ONS.
Obviously, the feasibility study provided the list of ICBT points in the border
districts which form the sampling frame for the sample selection. The
distribution of sample ICBT points by district and neighbouring country is

given in Table 1.



Table 1: Distribution of sample ICBT points by district and
neighbouring country

Kailahun - Kpemalou Crossing Point Guinea
- Foindu Crossing Point

- Mbomaru Crossing Point Liberia

Kenema - Tolo Tanuhun Crossing Point Liberia
- Jama Crossing Point

Kono - Kardu/Gbolokodu Border Point Guinea
- Gbongbonkor/Gbessay Border Point

Kambia - Teneba Bramaia Border Point Guinea
- Damba Border Point
- Kalangba Border Point
- Katinka Border Point
- Bubuya/Dagagbe Crossing Point
-  Kukuna Border Point

Karene - Sanya Border Point Guinea

Falaba - Fullah-Mansa Point of Entry Guinea
- Gbentu Point of Entry

Koinadugu - Kambia Border Point Guinea
- Telia Border Point

Pujehun - Dar Es Salam Crossing Point Guinea
- Gbaa Crossing Point



2.4 ICBT Survey Instruments

Two (2) structured questionnaires were designed and used as instruments
to collect the relevant data for the survey. These were: (i) Trader form and
(ii) The Vehicle form. The trader form was administered to individual
traders that cross the borders carrying goods on head/hand, bicycle, motor
bike, tricycle, vehicle and canoe/boat. The vehicle form was used to capture
data from transporters on trade flows of goods carried on vehicles,
especially motor bike, tricycle, push cart, car and lorry without traders on

board.

Salter scale and electronic device (tablets/smart phones) were other
instruments used to collect data. The salter scale was used to weigh the
goods entering and leaving the country whilst the electronic device was
utilised to capture the data collected. Vehicles were the dominant carriers
of traded goods at the border points and posed a major recording challenge,

especially weighing of the goods.

2.5 Pre-testing of ICBT Questionnaires

The ICBT survey questionnaires (data collection forms) were pre-tested
prior to the actual data collection. The pre-testing was done to essentially
test the appropriateness of the questionnaires. Feedback on the pre-testing

informed the finalization of the questionnaires for actual data collection.

2.6 Training of Data Collectors

Sixty (60) data collectors (20 supervisors and 40 enumerators) were
recruited to collect data for the ICBT survey. Prior to data collection, the
data collectors were trained on the ICBT survey concept and methodology
to ensure that accurate data is captured. The training focused on the ICBT
data collection techniques and use of survey instruments, recording of

information, estimation of quantities and value of traded goods, use of

10



correct units and conversion factors. The training was climaxed with a

simulation exercise in the use of data collection instruments.

2.7 Data Collection Methods

Data was electronically collected at the 20 survey ICBT points using
tablets/smart phones daily from 11t" - 31st March 2024. The data
collectors were strategically positioned at the cross border points
throughout the period, which enabled them to capture data on all trade
flows — exports and imports. All traded goods leaving and entering the
country were subsequently captured at the cross border points in the trader
and vehicle designed forms specifying the item, quantity, value and mode

of transport among others.

The recording of the informal trade was based on direct observation
technique and data was captured as contain on the invoices/receipts from
the traders and transporters. However, where necessary, verification was
done through inquiries made to traders and transporters to obtain value;
and through weighing to ascertain volumes where invoices/receipts for
items were not available. This method is the most cost-effective and
efficient way of gathering data at the cross border points as trade data is

captured at the points of crossing or entering.

Data collected was uploaded daily to the Stats SL server using private APN
to ensure data security. The data quality staff regularly downloading data
for quality checking. Possible errors were communicated to the field staff
for correction and the corrected data was uploaded again to update the

data on the server.

Up-rating of survey data was necessary in order to generate monthly
estimates from data collected during the 21 consecutive days (3 weeks) of

data collection. The up-rating methodology was based on the key

11



assumption that different days of each of the 3 weeks surveyed reflect trade

flows for similar days not covered in the same month.

2.8 Data Processing and Analysis

Data collected was downloaded and exported to SPSS for processing and
analysis. Processing and analysis of the ICBT survey data was based on
procedures of compiling international merchandise trade statistics. Further
cleaning of data was done, that improved the quality of data and quality
analytical output. Results are presented in tables and charts based on the

survey objectives and international standard trade indicators.

2.9 Validation of Results and Findings

Following submission of the draft ICBT survey report, the results and
findings were validated by the technical committee. Feedback from the

validation contributed to the finalization of the ICBT survey report.

2.10 Limitations of the ICBT Survey

The survey does not cover all ICBT points of exit/entry into the country
leading to under-estimation of informal trade flows. Small sample of ICBT
points were surveyed due to limited resources. Data was collected on trade
flows of legitimately produced goods at the sample ICBT points between
7:00 am and 7:00 pm daily. Thus, trade occurring at night and beyond
the stipulated time was not covered due to lack of security guarantee.
Difficulty in weighing some traded goods, especially where assorted goods
are carried in one package, posed inaccuracy in volume of the goods. Other
challenges arise where goods are transported in packages that are not

transparent and some goods are bulky like cattle, timber logs, etc.
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CHAPTER 3: SURVEY RESULTS AND FINDINGS

This chapter essentially presents the survey results and findings for the
survey month - March 2024. The following indicators were derived from the
survey data collected; comprising total informal trade value (informal
imports and exports), trade balance, direction of informal trade flows to
and from the two neighbouring countries (Guinea and Liberia) and mode of
transport. Additionally, informal trade flows are compared with formal trade
for the survey month and value of traded goods as well as trade flows at

the survey ICBT points are provided.

3.1 Total Informal Trade Value, March 2024

The ICBT survey estimated the total value of informal trade flows in March
2024 was NLe 24,089,399; of which informal exports value amounted to
NLe 16,095,254 while informal imports value was recorded at NLe
7,994,145 as shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1: Total informal trade value, March 2024
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Figure 2 presents the percentage share of informal trade flows, March 2024.
Results indicates that informal exports value was two-thirds that of the
informal imports value according to the survey. Informal exports accounted
for 66.8% of total informal trade flows in March 2024, whilst informal

imports recorded around one-third of the trade flows.

Figure 2: Percentage share of informal trade flows, March 2024

3.2 Comparison of Informal and Formal Trade flows, March 2024

In this section, informal trade flows are being compared to formal (official)
trade flows obtained from the Customs data during the period of the survey
(March 2024). Table 2 shows total trade value of formal and informal trade
flows in the survey period. Combined formal and informal trade in March
2024 amounted to NLe 3,971,177,834; of which the value of formal trade
was NLe 3,947,088,435 whilst informal trade was estimated at NLe
24,089,399.
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Table 2: Total trade value - formal and informal trade flows,
March 2024

Formal/Official trade 3,947,088,435 99.4%
Informal trade value 24,089,399 0.6%
Total 3,971,177,834 100.0%

3.2.1 Formal and Informal Exports and Imports, March 2024

Table 3 presents formal trade value (exports and imports) compared to that
of the informal trade flows in March 2024. According to results, informal
exports accounted for 1.74% of the formal exports (NLe 16,095,254
compared to NLe 924,865,020) whilst informal imports was 0.26% of
formal imports (NLe 7,994,145 against NLe 3,022,223,415).

Table 3: Formal and Informal trade flows compared, March 2024

Exports 16,095,254 924,865,020 940,960,274 1.74%
Imports 7,994,145 3,022,223,415 3,030,217,560 0.26%

Total trade value 24,089,399 3,947,088,435 3,971,177,834

3.2.2 Trade balance - Informal and Formal Trade Flows, March
2024

Trade balance refers to the difference in value between a country’s exports
and imports of goods and services. Trade balance is unfavourable and
considered deteriorating when imports are greater than exports. Otherwise,
it is favourable when exports exceed imports that gives an indication of

improved performance of the economy. Findings from the ICBT survey
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characterised informal trade as favourable, indicating that value of informal
exports was greater than informal imports in March 2024 as Figure 3 shows.
The implication is that Sierra Leone is a net exporter as per the informal

trade figures during the period under review.

Figure 3: Informal exports, imports and trade balance
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With regards to formal trade, data from Customs indicated trade is
unfavourable as imports exceed exports as shown in Figure 4. This implies
the country is a net importer in terms of formal trade figures. Overall, trade

is generally unfavourable in terms of formal and informal trade flows

(combined).
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Figure 4: Formal exports, imports and trade balance

4,000,000,000

3,000,000,000

2,000,000,000

1,000,000,000

Trade value

(1,000,000,000)
(2,000,000,000)

(3,000,000,000)

3,02

gﬁ

Exports Imports Trade balance

(2,097,358,395)

Trade flow/balance

3.3 Direction of Informal Trade, March 2024

The direction of trade presents the value of a country’s exports and imports

disaggregated according to a country's primary trading partners. According

to the ICBT survey, Sierra Leone has two primary trading partners of

informal trade (Guinea-Conakry and Liberia) which are the two

neighbouring countries. Results indicated that Guinea-Conakry accounted

for greater informal trade flows in March 2024, overall, with value of

exports and imports (combined) estimated at NLe 22,533,524 representing
93.5% of the total informal trade. Whilst Liberia recorded the lowest

informal trade at NLe 1,555,875, accounting for 6.5%.
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3.3.1 Informal Exports

Table 2 shows the direction of informal trade in March 2024. Findings show
that Republic of Guinea registered the bulk of informal exports of goods
from Sierra Leone, which amounted to NLe 15,084,913 accounting for
93.7%. Whilst, barely 6.3% of goods (NLe 1,010,341) were exported to

Liberia.

Table 4: Direction of informal trade, March 2024

EXPORTS
Republic of Guinea 15,084,913 93.7%
Liberia 1,010,341 6.3%
Total 16,095,254 100.0%
IMPORTS
Guinea-Conakry 7,448,611 93.2%
Liberia 545,534 6.8%
Total 7,994,145 100.0%

3.3.2 Informal Imports

Results shows similar trend for imports as in the case of exports. The
Republic of Guinea is the leading source of imported goods into Sierra
Leone, accounting for 93.2% (NLe 7,448,611) of total informal imports in
March 2024. Whereas Liberia accounted for 6.8% of informal imports (NLe
545,534).



3.3.3 Trade Flows at the Selected ICBT Points

Table 5 presents trade flows for twenty (20) selected informal cross border
trade points surveyed. Data collected indicated the informal crossing points
bordered with Republic of Guinea accounted for the bulk of informal exports
and imports. Results showed Katinka border point was the leading exit
border point for informal exports, which registered NLe 4,668,227 of the
total informal exports. This was followed by Kalangba3 border point (NLe
2,898,638), Sanya border point (NLe 1,511,637), Fullah-Mansa point of
entry (NLe 1,466,375) and Bubuya/Dagagbe crossing point (NLe
1,348,056). Whereas Jama crossing point bordered with Liberia recorded

the lowest informal exports at NLe 20,880.

In terms of informal imports, Sanya border point (NLe 2,266,066) and
Kukuna border point (NLe 2,259,405) accounted for the highest informal
imports whilst the lowest informal imports (NLe 4,830) was recorded at

Kalangba border point.

3 Katinka and Kalangba are in Kambia district and are closer to the formal cross border trade post at Gbhalamuya.
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Table 5:
2024

Trade flows by informal cross border trade point, March

Kpemalou Crossing Point 212,113 54,420 266,533
Foindu Crossing Point 56,504 34,985 91,489
Mbomaru Crossing Point 167,285 244,090 411,375
Tolo Tanuhun Crossing Point 174,300 14,960 189,260
Jama Crossing Point 20,880 21,740 42,620
Kardu/Gbolokodu Border Point 206,035 57,746 263,781
Gbongbonkor/Gbessay Border Point 161,557 46,737 208,294
Teneba Bramaia Border Point 173,080 386,335 559,415
Damba Border Point 164,021 262,393 426,414
Kalangba Border Point 2,898,638 4,830 2,903,468
Katinka Border Point 4,668,227 258,702 4,926,929
Bubuya/Dagagbe Crossing Point 1,348,056 614,442 1,962,498
Kukuna Border Point 970,645 2,259,405 3,230,050
Sanya Border Point 1,511,637 2,266,066 3,777,703
Fullah-Mansa Point of Entry 1,466,375 389,085 1,855,460
Gbentu Point of Entry 361,295 199,510 560,805
Kambia Border Point 23,620 24,645 48,265
Telia Border Point 864,310 592,320 1,456,630
Dar Es Salam Crossing Point 202,446 43,500 245,946
Gbaa Crossing Point 444,230 218,234 662,464
Total 16,095,254 7,994,145 24,089,399

Figure 5 presents percentage share of exports and imports at the different

informal cross border trade points surveyed. Analysis on data collected

showed ICBT points with Guinea-Conakry accounted for the higher share of

informal trade flow in the period of the survey. For informal exports, five

ICBT points (Kalangba Border Point, Katinka Border Point, Bubuya/Dagagbe

Crossing Point, Kukuna Border Point, Sanya Border Point, Fullah-Mansa

Point of Entry) demonstrated greater share of informal exports (combined),
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registering 73.9% of the total informal exports. Whereas, Sanya and

Kukuna border points recorded higher share for informal imports (56.6%).

Figure 5: Percentage share of exports and imports by informal
cross border trade point, March 2024
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3.4 Informal Trade Flows by Goods

For the purpose of the survey, goods traded at the ICBT points were
classified into seven main categories: agricultural products (food);
livestock/animal; fish, meat & chicken products; forestry products;
beverages, confectioneries & provisions; petroleum products & Lubricants;
and other manufactured products*. Figure 6 shows informal trade by main
goods during survey period. Findings showed beverages, confectionaries
and provisions were the leading informal traded goods estimated at NLe
6,561,149. Agricultural products (NLe 6,489,564) closely followed and then
other manufactured products (NLe 3,585,378), petroleum products and

4 Other manufactured products included wide range of goods such as building materials, clothing/dresses,
toiletries, cosmetics, footwear, electronics, spare parts for vehicles & motor bikes, etc.
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lubricants (NLe 3,370,981), forestry products including timber and charcoal
(NLe 2,278,500) and livestock/animal (NLe 1,258,315). Fish, meat chicken
products were least traded goods (NLe 545,512).

Figure 6: Informal trade by main goods, March 2024
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In terms of goods-specific, local rice and oil palm products (palm oil and
kernel oil) were the popular agricultural products traded informally which
were estimated at NLe 1,302,966 and NLe 1,114,266, respectively. Cattle
(cows) was mostly traded amongst livestock/animal, valued at NLe
832,375. Non-alcoholic beverages/soft drinks (NLe 3,749,711) was
dominantly traded amongst beverages, confectionaries and provisions.
Timber products (NLe 2,069,522) were dominant traded goods amongst
the forestry products. Value of specific informal goods trade during the

survey period is presented in Appendix 1.
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3.4.1 Main Informal Export Goods

The value of informal exports and imports of main goods is shown in Table
6. The survey indicated beverages, confectioneries and provisions emerged
as the popular exports as estimated at NLe 4,492,995. Exports of
agricultural products (NLe 3,596,123) ranked second, followed by
petroleum products and lubricants (NLe 3,219,568), forestry products
including timber and charcoal (NLe 2,226,017) and other manufactured
products (NLe 1,586,603). Whilst livestock/animal (NLe 697,595) and fish,
meat and chicken products (NLe 276,353) were comparably less exported.
Analysis by goods-specific further showed leading informal exports were
non-alcoholic beverages/soft drinks (NLe 3,588,652), petroleum products
and lubricants (NLe 3,219,568), timber and its products (NLe 2,030,502),
palm oil and kernel oil (NLe 1,063,318) and local rice (NLe1,004,546).

Table 6: Informal exports and imports by main good, March
2024

Agricultural products (food) 3,596,123 2,893,441 6,489,564
Livestock/animal 697,595 560,720 1,258,315
Fish, Meat and Chicken products 276,353 269,159 545,512
Forestry Products (including timber 2,226,017 52,483 2,278,500
and charcoal)

Beverages, confectioneries and 4,492,995 2,068,154 6,561,149
provisions

Petroleum products and lubricants 3,219,568 151,413 3,370,981
Other Manufactured products 1,586,603 1,998,775 3,585,378
Total 16,095,254 7,994,145 24,089,399

3.4.2 Main Informal Import Goods

In terms of imports, agricultural products (food) (NLe 2,893,441), other

manufactured products (NLe 1,998,775) and beverages, confectioneries
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and provisions (NLe 2,068,154) were dominant informal imports according
to results in Table 6 above. Amongst the informal imports of specific goods,
sugar and sugar products (NLe 1,316,913) and other assorted

manufactured goods (NLe 1,141,954) emerged as major goods imported.

3.5 Informal Trade Flows by Mode of Transport

Figure 7 shows the value of informal trade flow by the different modes of
transport used in the transportation of informal exports and imports
(combined) during the survey period. Results specified motor bikes were
the primary mode of transport used in transporting traded goods across the
informal cross borders, which accounted for NLe 13,206,002. Vehicles
ranked second, conveying goods worth NLe 8,159,828. Boat/canoe
followed, carrying goods valued at NLe 1,677,838. The other modes of
transport (tricycle, push cart, bicycle, head carriage) together accounted
for NLe 1,045,731.

Figure 7: Informal trade flow by mode of transport, March 2024
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Analysis of data in terms of percent share of informal trade flow by mode
of transport is presented in Figure 8. Results envisaged motor bikes were
the popular means of transport used to carry the largest share (54.82%)
of the informal trade. Vehicles and boat/canoe had transported 33.87% and
6.97% of the traded goods, respectively. Whilst the other modes of
transport (combined) were used in transporting around 4.34% of the

goods.

Figure 8: Percent share of informal trade flow by mode of
transport, March 2024
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Figures 9 presents informal exports by mode of transport during the survey
period. Results indicated motor bikes and vehicles were the popular means
of transport used to convey informal exports, valued at NLe 7,767,630 and
NLe 7,178,923, respectively. In terms of percent share, motor bikes
transportation represented 48.3% of informal exports and vehicles, 44.6%.
The other means of transport, combined, were used to carry barely 7.1%
of informal exports (NLe 1,148,701).
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Figure 9: Informal exports by mode of transport, March 2024
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For informal imports, motor bikes were observed as the major means of

transport, conveying more than two-thirds of goods worth NLe 5,438,372
(68.0%) as shown in Figure 10.

Figure 10: Informal imports by mode of transport, March 2024
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Chapter 4: SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSION
AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This chapter presents the summary of the survey findings and outlines
conclusion and recommendations; reflecting implication to enhance

statistics and policy implications of informal trade.

4.1 Summary of findings

The main findings of the ICBT survey are as follows:

e The total value of informal trade flows was estimated at NLe
24,089,399 in March 2024. Informal exports value amounted to NLe
16,095,254 representing 66.8% of total informal trade flows and value
of informal imports was NLe 7,994,145 (33.2%).

e Trade balance is favourable in terms of informal trade, with exports
exceeded imports and recorded at NLe 8,101,109. This indicates that
Sierra Leone is a net exporter as per the informal trade flows during

the survey period.

e Findings indicated that the Republic of Guinea is the main destination
of informal exports valued at NLe 15,084,913, which represented
93.7% share of total informal exports. It was also the primary source
of informal imports, accounting for NLe 7,448,611 (93.2%) of total
informal imports. Liberia accounted for NLe 1,010,341 (6.3%) of
informal exports and NLe 545,534 (6.8%) of informal imports.

e Overall, the Republic of Guinea emerged as leading partner country for
informal trade in March 2024, with value of exports and imports
(combined) estimated at NLe 22,533,524 representing 93.5% of the
total informal trade. Whilst Liberia recorded the lowest informal trade
at NLe 1,555,875, accounting for 6.5%.
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Informal crossing points that bordered the Republic of Guinea recorded
the bulk of informal trade flows (exports and imports). The survey
evident four ICBT points with the partner country out of the 20 ICBT
points surveyed accounted for up to 61.6% (NLe 14,838,150) of total
informal trade, of which Katinka border point was the leading trading
point accounting for NLe 4,926,929 of total informal trade flow. Next
in rank are Sanya border point (NLe 3,777,703), Kukuna border point
(NLe 3,230,050) and then Kalangba border point (NLe 2,903,468).

In terms of main goods, findings showed beverages, confectionaries
and provisions were the dominant informal traded goods valued at NLe
6,561,149; with agricultural products closely followed at NLe
6,489,564. Other manufactured products were traded at NLe
3,585,378, petroleum products and lubricants NLe 3,370,981, forestry
products including timber and charcoal NLe 2,278,500 and
livestock/animal NLe 1,258,315. Fish, meat chicken products were
least traded goods (NLe 545,512).

With regards to specific goods, local rice and oil palm products (palm
oil and kernel oil) worth NLe 1,302,966 and NLe 1,114,266,
respectively, were the popular agricultural products traded. Cattle
(cows) valued at NLe 832,375 was dominantly traded amongst
livestock/animal. Trading of non-alcoholic beverages/soft drinks (NLe
3,749,711) was most common amongst beverages, confectionaries
and provisions whilst timber products (NLe 2,069,522) were leading

traded goods amongst the forestry products.

Motor bikes were the primary mode of transport used in transporting
traded goods across the informal cross borders, which accounted for
NLe 13,206,002 representing 54.8% of total informal trade. Vehicles
were observed conveying goods worth NLe 8,159,828 (33.9%). Others
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(boat/canoe, tricycle, pushcart, bicycle, head carriage) together
conveyed goods worth NLe 2,723,569 (11.3%).

4.2 Conclusion and Recommendations
4.2.1 Conclusion

The ICBT survey has provided significant value of informal trade flows with
her neighbouring countries that has been missing from the country’s IMTS.
The integration of informal trade into formal merchandise trade would
enhance completeness of information in the country’s GDP and BoP
statistics. Overall, Sierra Leone is a net exporter under informal trade and
integrating informal trade into formal trade would reduce the trade balance
deficit. Findings indicate there is high market potential for agricultural
products in region, hence the need to promote trade cooperation with

neighbouring countries which are main partners of the informal trade.

Finally, with the ICBT balance of trade been favourable it indicates that
more goods are “smuggled” out of the country than ““smuggled-in; and

nine out of every goods smuggled are taken to the Republic of Guinea.

4.2.2 Recommendations

Implications for enhancing Statistics

1. It should be noted that the ICBT survey conducted in March 2024 did
not account for seasonal variation in informal trade flows. It is therefore
recommended that similar survey be conducted in the months of the

raining season to gauge seasonal variation in the informal trade flows.

2. With the significant value of informal trade flows in goods with
neighbouring countries from the ICBT survey, strengthening consistent
ICBT data collection at key informal cross border points would gauge

informal trade contribution to the economy.
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3. Integration of ICBT data collected from the survey into the formal trade
database would enhance compilation of International Merchandise Trade
Statistics (IMTS).

4. There is need for annual ICBT survey be conducted as much as possible,
preferably twice in a year, to enhance accurate and full coverage of
IMTS.

5. Expanding data collection coverage to include more ICBT points would
improve the value of informal trade and enhance the coverage of IMTS
as well as its contribution to gross domestic product (GDP) and Balance

of Payments (BoP).

Policy Implications

1. Agricultural goods transacted under informal trade such as local rice,
groundnuts, garri and tubers (cassava, potatoes and yams) have direct
implication on the country’s food security situation. Deliberate
harnessing of such abundant food resources during harvest could ensure

food security nationwide.

2. Furthermore, agricultural goods and forestry products traded under
informal trade are mostly raw materials like palm oil, benni and cash
crops (cocoa, coffee and ginger) with virtually no value added. Under
ICBT, no particular standards and quality control measures are
observed; hence adversely affecting the price competitiveness of the

traded products.

3. Noting that trade balance is favourable under ICBT, there is need to
arrange bilateral trade pact with neghbouring countries to ensure
sustainability of trade flows that would further improve the trade

balance.
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4. Given ICBT has potential to increase incomes of border resident’s
households and communities, it could be harnessed a poverty reduction
strategy. The government should strategically improve on productive
infrastructure, value addition and facilitate development of border

markets at key ICBT points with high trade flows.

5. Sierra Leone should initiate policies with its neighbouring countries that
target actors in informal trade in order to enhance their income and
product competitiveness. Harmonization of trade and fiscal policies in
the region could contribute to price stability that could mitigate the
impact of informal trade on the respective economies. Export promotion
agencies should engage in training informal traders in product

development, quality improvement and value addition.

6. Government should introduce a legal framework to protect informal
traders and encourage them to declare their merchandise at time of
crossing the borders. The awareness should focus on the rights of

informal traders and the need to declare their goods formally.

7. There is need to sensitize the various stakeholders including security
personnel, police, immigration and other border authorities to enhance

coordination of their activities in guiding informal traders.
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APPENDICES

Appendix 1: Informal trade flows by goods-specific

Agricultural products Local rice 1,004,546 298,420 1,302,966
(food & cash crops) White rice 23,600 992,972 1,016,572
Vegetables (Pepper, Okra, Garden Egg, Leaves) 137,715 551,637 689,352
Palm oil and kernel oil 1,063,318 50,948 1,114,266
Cassava and its products 150,938 6,030 156,968
Garri 143,035 22,850 165,885
Plantain 10,355 18,815 29,170
Banana 130,857 16,029 146,886
Benni 2,230 103,675 105,905
Beans 74,446 221,570 296,016
Cash crops 427,220 422,709 849,929
Other tubers (yams) 301,378 130,120 431,498
Fruits 126,485 57,666 184,151
Livestock/animal Cattle 326,375 506,000 832,375
Sheep and Goats 191,200 45,270 236,470
Local chicken 180,020 9,450 189,470
Fish, Meat and Animal Chicken (Frozen) 72,245 22,588 94,833
products Fish (raw & dried) 26,160 19,740 45,900
Meat 177,948 226,831 404,779
Beverage, Alcoholic beverages and tobacco 605,033 243,399 848,432
confectioneries and Non-alcoholic Beverages/soft drinks 3,588,652 161,059 3,749,711
provisions Sugar and sugar confectionery 110,858 1,316,913 1,427,771
Bread, biscuits and provisions 188,452 346,783 535,235




Appendix 1:

Petroleum products and

Contd...

Lubricants Petroleum products & Lubricants 3,219,568 151,413 3,370,981
Forestry Products Timber and its products 2,030,502 39,020 2,069,522
Charcoal 195,515 13,463 208,978

Other Manufactured Clothing and dresses 246,900 75,500 322,400
products Baby Items 360 4,688 5,048
Electronics 131,125 19,135 150,260

Luggage and handbags 3,580 44,615 48,195

Vehicle parts and bicycles 8,120 4,300 12,420

Vegetables Oil 8,170 118,336 126,506

Toiletries (soap, paste, toothbrush, etc.) 304,015 51,070 355,085

Cosmetics 34,349 48,975 83,324

Footwear 102,780 154,406 257,186

Plastic/Rubber Materials 347,175 201,656 548,831

Building materials (zinc, nails, cement, etc.) 68,265 134,140 202,405

Others 331,764 1,141,954 1,473,718

Total 16,095,254 | 7,994,145 | 24,089,399
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Survey Management

COLPNOUTAWNH

Mwaluma A. B. Gegbe
Mohamed B. Moigua

Sahr K. Davowa

Isata Alieu-Kekura

Osma Awoto Soltani-Koroma
Momodu M. Kamara

Abdul Kamara

Rashid Koroma

Sheku Seymour-Wilson
Musa Ansumana

Stats SL
Stats SL
Stats SL
Stats SL
Stats SL
Stats SL
MTI
BSL
NRA
ONS

_d

Survey Director
Survey Coordinator
Technical Coordinator
Technical Coordinator
Technical Coordinator
Technical Coordinator
Technical Coordinator
Technical Coordinator
Technical Coordinator
Technical Coordinator

| Supervisors

COLONOU A WN

NP HERRRPRHRRRRRR
CLENOUAWNFROXXNAT AWM

Ibrahim J. Sannoh
James Koroma

Tiangay Koroma
Rugiatu Kabba

Umaru Tarawally

David Baion

Ibrahim Samura

Nabbie Bangura

Amara Gbondo
Augustine Soko Koroma

Alimu Jalloh
Aminata Janneh
James Ahmed Sesay
Abigael Thomas

Mohamed Yayah Dassama
Masonna S Turay
Augustine Nomo Brewa
Ibrahim Amadu Jalloh
Theresa Tenneh Kamara
Precious O Ayilara

Erica Joe

Laurel Leigh

Benjamin Tommy
Rugiatu Watta Kandeh
Alhassan Bangura
Edwin Ernest Williams
Edward Gegbe

Fredrica P. Chambers
Mohamed Noah
Francessca Hawa Kobby

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,

25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

Ahmed Karimu

Abdulai Shyllon
Mohamed Leigh

Patrick Thallan Turay
Vandi Dakowa

Francis D Kamara

Frank Augustine Boima
Mohamed Foday Kamara
Philip M. Songa

Moses Passay

Abdul Rahman Saccoh
Joseph Gegbe
Solomon Miller
Simithy Isatu Bah

Hawa Swaray

Steven Koroma

Umar E. Sheriff

Paul Kpendema

David Hingha Nana
John Lamin

Christiana Swaray
Fatmata Lamrana Jalloh
Hassan Koroma
Ibrahim Nyakeh Moigua
Marion Mansaray

Brima Thamiso Thoronka
Augustine Salieu Mattia
Jarilyn Theresa Shyllon
Matu Morsay

Adama Koroma
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Appendix 3: ICBT Survey Tools

SATISTICS SIERRA LEONE

_—_(Stats SL)

Credible Data for National Development

INFORMAL CROSS BORDER TRADE SURVEY 2024
TRADER FORM

Region GPS points
District Enumerator Name
Chiefdom Supervisor Name

Location of ICBT Point
Name of ICBT Point

IR = N I = R R N

Estimated

Date of . . N . . Country of Country of
Trader record Flow HS Code Item Qua:ft it Unit of i‘:{i'gl:)tf g:‘)iTeeSteI: I?-iI:ed:ReaSI:I: Currenc Destination Origin Mode Of
Code (dd/mm/ Type (4 digits) Name i‘t,em quantity ungit Unit/Vglue I:or quantity? Y (Code) (Code) Transport
vy) h ! {EXPORTS} {IMPORTS}
of quantity
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CODES

E. Exports
I. Imports

1- 50-Kg bags
2- Kilo (3 butter cups)
3- Litres

4- Metres

5- Numbers

6- Dozens

7- Pairs

8- Pieces

9- Bars

10- Rolls

11- Sets
12-Tins

13- Gallons

14- Batta

15- Drums

16- Bags

17- Crates

18- Cartons

19- Sachets

20- Bottles

21- Bale/Bundle
22- Others (Specify)

1.
2. Value for

Domestic price

quantity

OCONOUAWNK

Leone

Liberty Dollar
Guinea Franc
CFA

Gambia Dalasi
Naira

GH Cedi

UsS Dollar
Other (specify)

SL - Sierra Leone
GN - Guinea

CI - Ivory Coast
00 - Others

(specify)

01- Head Carriage

02- Bicycle

03- Push Cart

04- Motor Bike

05- Tricycle

06- Boat/Canoe

07- Car/Lorry (specify)
08- Others
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SWYATISTICS SIERRA LEONE
o (Stats SL)

Credible Data for National Development

INFORMAL CROSS BORDER TRADE SURVEY 2024
VEHICLE FORM

Region Date of recording Country of Destination (E)
District Vehicle REG No. Transport Cost for Cargo
Chiefdom Vehicle type Enumerator

Location of ICBT Point Flow type Supervisor

Name of ICBT Point Country of Origin (I)

GPS Points Transit (Yes / No)

=IO IN|O VA IWIN |
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Note: In column indicated 'Quantity in Package’ you are required to state the main package of the item and
weight/capacity. (E.g. 10 cartons each 12 liters of oil/liquid or 20 bags each 50 kg for rice

CODES

o 1- Motor bike E. Exports 1- 50-Kg bags 1. Domestic price Leone
st Slerra Leone 2- Tricycle/keke I. Imports 2- Kilo (% bu?cter 2. Value for quantity Lib_erty Dollar
GN - Guinea 3- Car Guinea Franc
2 Mini b cups) CFA
CI- Ivory Coast - Mini-bus 3- Litres

. (poda) Gambia Dalasi
Others (specify) 5- Big bus 4- Metres Naira

6- Lorry/Truck 5- Numbers GH Cedi

US Dollar
6- Dozens
z Other (specify)

VRN hWNE=

7- Pairs
8- Pieces
9- Bars
10-Rolls

11- Sets
12- Tins
13- Gallons
14- Batta
15- Drums
16- Bags
17- Crates
18- Cartons
19- Sachets
20- Bottles

21- Bale/Bundle
22- Others (Specify)




