
bottom drift gillnet: 
 is not set or 
fixed in any 
way but 
hangs 
vertically in 
the water and 
allowed to 
drift with the 
prevailing 
currents, tides etc.  It is usually attached to a canoe 
which follows it.  The net touches or is only slightly 
above the sea / river floor.  It has a larger mesh size 
(45mm or more) which allow smaller fish to pass 
through but traps larger fish around the gills. 
 
surface drift gillnet:  
 is not set or 
fixed in any 
way but 
hangs 
vertically in 
the water and 
allowed to drift with the prevailing currents, tides etc.  
It is usually attached to a canoe which follows it.  
More floaters are attached to the net so that it floats 
just below the surface of the water. 
It has a larger mesh size (45mm or more) which 
allow smaller fish to pass through but traps larger 
fish around the gills. 
 
bottom set gillnet:   
is anchored in 
one place 
between a 
fixed floatline 
(head rope) 
and weighted 
groundling 
(foot rope). 
The net is 
anchored so that it touches or is only slightly above 
the sea / river floor.  It has a larger mesh size (45mm 
or more) which allow smaller fish to pass through but 
traps larger fish around the gills. 
 
surface set gillnet:  
is anchored in 
one place 
between a 
fixed floatline 
(head rope) 
and weighted 
groundling 
(foot rope). 
The net is 
anchored so it floats just below the surface of the 
water.  It has a larger mesh size (45mm or more) 
which allow smaller fish to pass through but traps 
larger fish around the gills. 
 

ringnet:  
is an encircling gill net.  
It is set in a circle 
around a shoal of fishes 
that are spotted by the 
fishing crew. 
 
 
 
 

castnet:  
can be used from 
small boats as well 
as from the shore.  It 
is usually made of 
nylon netting.  The 
fisherman collects the folds of the net in his arm and 
casts the net out in a fanning motion into the water to 
catch the fish.  The weighted line around the edge of 
the net helps to deploy the net. 
 
long line: can be many 
kilometers long, 
comprising of baited 
hooks attached by 
short lines to the main 
line, about every yard. 
 
hook and line: the 
simplest type of fishing 
gear in which one or 
several lines with hook 
and bait and lowered 
into the water from a 
boat or from the shore.  
Fishermen feel the fish 
eating the bait and the 
line is slowly pulled to 
the surface of the water. 
 
channel net: 
a special ring net used in shallow water to target 
juvenile fish. 
 
 
 
 
mina net:  
a surface drift net with small mesh sizes (about 1 
finger width) 
that is used 
to catch 
small and 
juvenile fish. 
 
 
 
(adapted from “Training Manual for Local Council”, 
April 2010, prepared by Ministry of Fisheries and 
Marine Resources.) 



tubewell / borehole 
is completely sealed with a fixed pump. 

 
protected dug well 
has a wall and cover 

 
 
 
 
 
 

unprotected dug well 
lacks either a wall or a cover 

 
protected spring 
spring is protected by a wall or spring box so that 
containers can be filled without dipping them in the 
water source 

 

 
 
 
(adapted from “Pictorial Illustrations on Access to 
Water Supply and Sanitation Facilities for Use in 
Household Surveys.” June 2005  Prepared for Joint 
M
onitoring Program on Water Sanitation and Supply, 
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