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Word from the President of the ECOWAS Commission

Acknowledgement of the ECOWAS Commission through this first edition of the regional
report on Migration Indicators in West Africa for renewing its gratitude to Member States
for making detailed information on international migration available in West Africa. It
wishes to thank its partners, in particular the Swedish Cooperation, IOM, ILO for their
constant support in efforts to deepen understanding of migration and development in
West Africa. In particular, this support enables the Commission and the Member States
to strengthen the system for collecting, managing and disseminating regional and
national data relating to international migration statistics and to establish databases in
order to have access to more recent and reliable information.

This first exercise aimed at preparing a regional report on migration indicators is quite
valuable because it allows above all to establish the basis for analyzing trends in
migration management in the ECOWAS region.



Foreword

The first Regional Migration Indicators Report provides the situation at the level of Member
States of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) on the management of
migration -related issues. The data come from the National Institutes of Statistics, the
collection systems of the border police, the Ministries in charge of nationals living abroad,
the Ministries in charge of Labor and sometimes from the statistics databases of the
International Organization for Migration and the World Bank. This report has dealt with
data submitted by Member States in response to the questionnaire they received, as well
as the results of recent censuses and national household surveys supplemented with
estimates or imputations based on population characteristics to address major
shortcomings.

The first edition of the report dealt with several aspects of migration in West Africa
including those relating to work, education, social and cultural sector, dem ography, abuse
and human trafficking. Thus, it covers a wide spectrum of statistics and indicators
belonging to several thematic areas related to socioeconomic development. It serves as a
reference guide for ECOWAS Authorities, policymakers of Member States and analysts,
researchers and other potential users of migration data.

Although West Africa is the first region of the continent to have published for the first time

a report on migration in general, it should be noted that this Report has taken into ac  count
the basic needs of regional, international, and national users whom we warmly thank. The
data has been reorganized so as to allow international comparisons, and to assess the
efforts to manage migration issues of the Member States and the region int he achievement
of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGSs).

This Regional Report on Migration Indicators prepared in the three official languages of the
Community (French, English and Portuguese) includes an executive summary, a glossary of
concepts used in the Guidelines for migration data collection and management and a list of
the main actors by country

In presenting this publication, the ECOWAS Commission Research and Statistics Directorate
wish to commend the combined efforts of the Focal Points of all member countries of the
Migration Data Thematic Working Group of the Migration Dialogue for West Africa (MIDWA),
National Experts in migration statistics collection and management, experts from
international and regional institutions namely the Interna tional Organization for Migration
through the FMM West Africa project, and the Statistics Capacity Building of the Swedish
Cooperation, and especially the professionals of the ECOWAS Commission, who made this
publication possible. The contribution of these institutions and individuals, as well as that
of the professionals in the Research and Statistics Department, deserves our most sincere
thanks.

Director of Research and Statistics
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This regional report is the first exercise conducted by the ECOWAS Commission in the field of
migration. It responds to a permanent need for data expredsgdhe regional actors in charge of
migration management in West Africa at major regional and international forums to effectively make
adequate decisions in the field of migration. For this report, three main objectives can be identified,
namely: to provié the first elements to gradually build up a time series database on migration in
West Africa; present the first statistics on regional migration indicators and finally contribute
efficiently to the development of evidendgased relevant policies. Althoughis database will focus

on migration, its update will consider integrating other different aspects of internal migration as well
as the migration profile of West Africa.

The main steps that led to this report could be summed up in:

- the establishment atlie regional level in 2017 of a Thematic Working Group on Migration
data, made up of focal points designated by the NSIs as recommended by the ECOWAS
Migration Data Collection and Management Guidelines;

- the development of collection tools made availablefé@al points to make an inventory of
the available national data according to regional migration standards;

- the conduct of the collection, with the outcome of data processing, the calculation and
analysis of regional indicators, the establishment of theki@ce to prepare the draft
report.

A total of 12 regional indicators and 11 secondary indicators were analyzed in this report. They
relate to migratory movements and migrant stocks in 2018.

First, the number of international migrants who crossed thedeos of ECOWAS Member States
regardless of their country of origin or destinatiorRid¢2million during the yeaR018. This indicator

is also called migratory movement. The proportion of females is 32.13% while for males it reaches
67.87%.These inflowsand outflows computed the number of immigrants in West Africa at
5.46million and emigrants at 4.7@illion. The stock of intraegional migration represents 83.70% of
immigrants and 64.70% of emigrants.

The main reasons given during migration dependgemder and the regions of origin. For both
emigration and immigration, the main reason mentioned by males is work (52.43% of emigrants and
43.80% of immigrants) while females are more concerned about family reunification (35.88% of
emigrant females and 525% of immigrant females). Regarding immigrants, 64.43% are uneducated
and come mainly from the ECOWAS region and Africa in general. The higher the level of education,
the narrower the proportion. Thus, migrants with higher lesafl education represent dg 7.66%.

Regarding the analysis of labor migration, it should be noted that in 2018 Africa,2@2inZllion
migrant workers, mostly males (64.93%). Like the structure of immigrants, migrant workers are
mostly uneducated and very few have reached higbeels of education.

Secondly, remittances from migrants received by ECOWAS amounted t&3\98B.2million
compared to USDB,123.2million sent. More than 28% of the funds received come from North
America, while most of the remittances go to countridggshe Community space. The diaspora plays

a major role in these remittances of the migrant. This diaspora, which was still active in 2018,
amounted to 989,044 international migrants, mostly aged 25 to 30.
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International consultations revealed that 18,548tionals of ECOWAS Member States had submitted
asylum applications in their host country and 93.20% were granted. In the same vein, the stock of
refugees from ECOWAS in 2018 was 329,328. 78.45% of them are in the hotspots of refugees of West
Africa. Somef these refugees (22,451 migrants) have benefited from assisted voluntary return and
reintegration from IOM. However, 14,449 migrants who were in an irregular situation in the host
countries were deported to the ECOWAS region.

Following a surge in migraty flows in 2018, a hardening of attitudes towards migrants, was
observed in particular towards logkilled or irregular migrants. Yet these restrictive measures did
not stop the wave of illegal migrants.

From the analysis of the management of integional migration, the stage of free movement of
people and establishment of the right of residence to nationals of the region is not yet completed in
the implementation of the ECOWAS Protocol. Indeed, several-iegianal migrants continue to
settle irreguarly to avoid harassment on regional corridors and difficulties in undergoing
administrative formalities. Thus, several difficulties were encountered in estimating their number
and facilitating the assessment of the Protocol on free movement.

Also, severbchallenges were faced by Member States when filling in the ECOWAS questionnaire on
migration data. Among other challenges, the panoply of data sources should be mentioned as well as
the concepts and definitions used in the collection of national daten@ration oftendifferent from

those used at the international leveln addition, the management of migration data is at different
stages in ECOWAS Member States. But for most States, national censuses and surveys related to
foreigners already living onational territory. As a result, it is the notion bfetime that has been

used to identify international migrants.

Moreover, at the State level, it should be noted the absence of recent data on migration statistics
and the level of disaggregation of theariables with existing data, which does not meet the
information needs at the regional and international level. The processing and analysis methods used
in the report enabled tomake an estimate of regional indicators. For future editions, particular
emphasis will be placed on:

- Harmonization of collection and management tools with international standards on
migration data;

- Improving the quality of migration data and data production procedures;

- Continuing to refresh national actors on regional conceptsstaddards.

Future editions will certainly address more aspects related to labor migration and gender. But
beforehand, the ECOWAS Commission must establish and maintain effective systems for the
collection, management and analysis of migration data andngtieen the framework for regional
consultationamongall actors in charge of migration issues at the regional level in order to ensure
improved quality and availability of data in real time on all regional migration indicators and
especially on the main pscts.
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Chapter 1

General context of the
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1.1 Demographic context

1.1.1 ECOWAS population growth from 2009 to 2018

The West African population is evieicreasing and this trend is expected to lastiuthe middle of

the 2T century. Over the past ¥ century, West Afficpopulation has more than doubled, with an
annual growth rate of 2.7%. Translated into absolute terms, this represents an increase from
180.5million inhabitants in 1950 to 377.14illion in 2018. According to UNDESA projections made in
2019, the regional population could reach 516r8®8lion in 2030 and 79864 million in 2050.

Demographic policies in ECOWAS Member States have not yet seen tangible results in controlling
populationgrowth for the development of the Community. Indeed, in 1974, at the World Population
Conference in Bucharest, African countries aligned themselves with a common position suggesting
that development should address all of the contin@mocioeconomic prdéms. Over the following
decades, this position changed, and adopted family planning programs to contain population growth.

ECOWAS target should aim to halve the fertility rate, which was around a regional avekage of
childrenper woman over the 2012015 period. The necessary measures to accelerate a
demographic transition have focused on the rapid decline in the fertility watie a view to achieving

a change in the age structure of th —
. i Box1 Demographic Dividend
population, essential to capture thg
demographic dividend. But this desire By demographic dividend we mean the potential for economic groy

resulting from theevolution of the age pyramid of the population of

control of population growth in West Africar]
States, has not yet borne fruit as it is likely {
continue its strong ageleration over the next
decades. Indeed, the overall fertility rate g
West and Central Africa was rathe
established at 5.1 for a life expectancy

country, characterized by a share of the population of working g
greater than that of the population beyond working age. T
development occurs when death rates start to decline but fertil
rates remain high, resulting in a very large population of young peop
both in absolute and relative terms in relation to the number of old
people. As these young people reach working age, the high percen
of working adults in comparison with dependent pemsocan help

economies boost growth, temporarily but significantly (Lee a
Mason 200R)

birth of 57 years according to the estimate
of the United Nations Fund for Population
(Cf. UNFPA, Repodn the State of the World
Population2018). s 2
6
Since 2018 the GDP growth rates were alrea S -|
very variable from country to country, rangin 0 P NN
from 2.3% per year for Cabo Verde, which w “9‘ RS £
engaged in the demographic tranSition CombinE Source:FNUAP(Cf.:;ppon(sZrletatdg\;popuI:\tionmondia.l.eenzols
with massive emigration, t07.1% in Niger
followed by Mali (6.3%) and Nigeria (5.4%).

According to the UNDESA World Population Prospects, 2019 (The 2019 Revision. Medium variant),
the West African population is predominantly young with more than 44% of individuals under the
age of15. This situation imposes a considerable need for job creation in the years to come, as the
108million young people aged between 5 and 14 will enter the labor market in the next decade. In
the era of globalization and increased exposure to digital medial youth have other ambitions

and find traditional agriculture less attractive, because it is too painful, unprofitable and very risky in
their opinion. They converge to other places of residence in search of employment.

GRAPHL: GLOBAL FERTILITY RAEL8
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TABLEL: EVOLUTION OF POPUIONS FORCOWAREMBER COUNTRIE®FMR009T02018

2011 2014 2015

CountryPays

- Benin 8778648 9067076 9364519 10008749 10,303,637 10605996 10915375 11231549 11554473
. Burkina Bso 15,730,07) 16,248,55¢ 16779200  17.322,79€ 17,880386 18450,49: 19,034,397 10662532  20,291733
. Cabo Verde 494,040 499929 505983 512173 518467 524800 531,200 537574 544025
. Cote @oire 20,474,85 21001771 21543206 22099581 22,671,331 23334430 23950475 24571000 25195 54(
. The Gambia 1725482 1778972 1833230 1857000 1913639 1972004 2032151 2095147  2,160097
- Ghana 24658823 25235000 25825000 26428000 27.043000 27670000 28308000 28916622  20,538,32¢
. Guinea 9,643000  9.855146 10071959 10293542 10520000 10825080 11233038 11553180 11784244
WOV 1481100 1513700 1547000 1581100 1615884 1651434 1687765 1724896  1,762,84¢
 Liberia 3627144 3704838 3784197 3865256 3946315 4030064 4115500 4202018 4290260
. Mali 15053915 15595856 16157306 16738969 17,339014 17,963219 18609894 19279851  19,973,92¢
. Niger 15661268 16313820 16993563 17679758 18380162 10124882 19865066 20651070 21466862
. Nigeria 159500688 164272861 1690878290 173876409 178604355 18343912 188231942 193125973  198,147,24¢
. Senegal 12500434 12855153 13207873 13567337 13955560 14354600 14742267 15140308 15549096
ISETVESS 5746799  5.80007¢ 6037657 6100277 6348341 6513398 6682746 6856498 7,034,767
- Togo 6101155 6364507 6542714 6725910 6914235 7,107834  7,306853 7464681  7,625918
34756744

Total ECOWASY

301277327 310197265 319281336 328746857 337963326 0 357246759 367012899 376919361

SOURCESTATISTIC2019,DRSECOWASOMMISSION

From a demographic point of view, West Africa is made up of one huge country, six mesieeate
countries and eight smialcountries. With 19847million inhabitants in 2018, Nigeria alone
represents 52.5% of the total, and two other countries, Ghana and the QBteird, additional
14.5%. These three netDC countries therefore represent two thirds of the population ef ibgion,
mainly concentrated along th#/est @ast, with growth, in absolute terms, centralized in the coastal
States. The demographic distribution and migratory flows are strongly influenced byclagatic
conditions, access to land, access to finandorgSMES/SMIs and the economic opportunities of
countries in the region. Three quarters of the West African populatios liveumid and subhumid
areas, 20% in senairid areas (Sahel) and 5% in arid areas (ECOWAS280A1).

TABLE2: PAST ESTIMATES ANDFECTIONS FER OWABEMBER COUNTR(BEMILLIONS OF INHABNTE(%0)

Country 1990 1950 2018 ECOWAS Share Total in 20

Actual Strength
. Benin . 16.2 275 3.1
. Burkina Faso . . 284 49,860 5.4
. Cabo Verde . . | I 0.6 0.7 0.1

. Cote didoire : 34.8 58.1 6.7
. The Gambia . . ] 3.3 5.6 0.6
. Ghana g 39.1 589 7.8
. Guinea . . 17.6 297 3.1
. GuineaBissau . . ] d 25 4.1 0.5
. Liberia . . . 6.6 10.7 1.1
. Mali 5 . 279 50.8 5.3
. Niger . . 35.8 747 5.7
. Nigeria 2713 4596 52.5
. Senegal d 223 37.2 4.1
. Sierra Leone d ! 10.0 151 1.9
. Togo . 10.8 17.6 2.0
TOTAL ECOWAS 69.8 1805 3771
SOURCEUNDESA011.55. SOURCEECOWAR019,DRS,

POPULATIOSTATISTICS

2020 2030 2050

1.1.2 Regional distribution and population densities

West Africa is a land region covering the entire western part ofZaftaran Africa. With its total area

of 5,114,65&m?, it occupies 17% of the entire African continent and includes approximately the
coastal countries north of th&ulf of Guinea to the Senegal River, the countries covered by the Niger
River basin as well as the countries of the Sahelian hinterland.
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The mapping of the Economic Community of West African States, with populations of millions of
inhabitants of the Membe States, reveals the areas of high concentration of populations in the
region in 2018.

Figurel: Population (in million inhabitants)

NIGERIA
198.1

SOURCEDRSECOWASBOMMISSIONPOPULATIOSTATISTICS2019

The average of the West Afri@gpopuldion density is 74 inhabitantkm? in 2018, nearly 50% higher
than the average for the entire African continent which averaged 43 inhabitemés In the world
ranking, Africa is the"2 most populated continent with more density in terms of inhabitakts?
after Asia (4.®illion inhabitants, or 142 inhabitantem?).

It is therefore obvious that from this average, Nigeria and The Gambia have the highest populations
per km2 (214 and 207 inhabitariten2 respectively) in West Africa. Paradoxically, Niger leadl,
albeit their large areas, are less densely populated with 14 and 17 inhalbkerttsespectively.

TABLB: DISPERSAL OF THE R@FION IECOWABIEMBERSTATES

N° States and flag Area (km?) Population 2018 Density (hbt/km?) Capital

1 | &= Benin 114763 11,554473 101 Porto-Novo

2 | B Burkina Faso 272,967 20,291733 74 Ouagadougou
3 | B _ho Verde 4,033 544,025 135 Praia

4 “ Cobte dvoire 322463 25,195540 78 Yamoussoukro
5 | == The Gambia 11,295 2,160097 191 Banjul

6 | mtmGhana 238533 29,538329 124 Accra

7 | Wl cuinea 245857 11,784244 48 Conakry

8 | Bem Guinea Bissau 36,125 1,762844 49 Bissau

9 = Liberia 111,369 4,290260 39 Monrovia

10 | B W vai 1,241238 19973925 16 Bamako

11 | 22 Niger 1,267000 21,466862 17 Niamey

12 [N Nigeria 923768 198147248 214 Abuja

13 | W senegal 196,722 15,549096 79 Dakar

14 | = Sierra Leone 71,740 7,034767 98 Freetown

15 | B=10g0 56,785 7,625918 134 Lomé

Total 5,114,658 376,139,601 74

SOURCEDRSECOWABOMMISSIONPOPULATIOSTATISTIG2018
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In 2018, West Africa experienced massive departures to the other countries of the continent. The
European Union and America respectively occupy teaid 3¢ place in the ranks of the major
destination regions worldwide.

1.2 SocioeconomidcContext

The economic heritage of the ECOWAS region has grown significantly since 2010. Over the eight
years following 2010, GDP grew with an annual averagg8@05.35million USdollars to settle in

2018, to US$694,33aillion at constant 2010 prices. The yearsgoéat achievements in real GDP
growth are 2013, 2014 and 2011 with respective progressions of US$38j0i65,
US$35,542.5million by 25,876.3nillion compared to 2012, 2013 and 2010. The growth observed

in 2018 is slightly below the average over tast decade by 0 poin®&32 in terms of US$ millions.

TaBLE: ECOWAGSDRBYSECTOR ORCTIVITY ATONSTAN2010PRICESMILLIONS)

Resources GDP 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
constant prices

1. Primary sector 123,085.4 125,193.6 133,153.2 137,411.2 143,839.5 148,949.0 156,106.6 162,824.4 167,782.1
2. Secondary sector ~ 127,433.1 140,123.4 145,905.8 151,615.9 160,403.5 158,861.5 151,578.7 159,489.8 166,605.4
3. Tertiary sector 242,634.2 253,802.7 265,802.8 288,352.1 307,280.6 321,732.1 323,949.3 326,289.5 335,043.5
GDP at factor costs  493,152.6 519,119.7 544,861.7 577,379.2 611,523.6 629,542.6 631,634.6 648,603.7 669,431.1

Taxes on goods and 13,936.5 13,845.8 13,518.7 19,066.2 20,464.3 21,524.7 22,190.2 22,954.7 24,900.9
services

ECOWAS GDP 2010 507,089.2 532,965.5 558,380.4 596,445.4 631,987.9 651,067.3 653,824.8 671,558.4 694,332.0
constant prices

SOURCEDRSECOWABSOMMISSIONNATIONAIACCOUNTZ018

West Africa, the continei® secondargest economic region after North Africa, is showing sustained
growth, but exposed to external shocks. The evolution of gross value added at sectorablevel
branch of activity shows that the tertiary sector remains dominant and represents around liadf of
region®@ GDP until 2018. The primary and secondary sectors respectively represented around 25.0%
and 24.9% of the regi@ GDP in 2018 against 22.0% and 23.0% in 2017. More specifically, the
services sector takes the largest share in the economy of mmsuntries, and the manufacturing
sector represents the smallest share in all countries. Demait® on averagecomes mostly from
private consumption, but gross capital formation is expected to grow fastest over the next two years.
To reduce vulnerabilit to external shocks resulting from the dependence of several economies,
notably Nigeria, on oil and other mineral extraction, West Africa must increase domestic inputs in its
products through the manufacturing sector, in particular the processing of @im&nd agricultural
products.

For over a decade, high GDP growth rates in West Africa have not translated into real productive
transformation. The servisesector is predominant, with its contribution to G#&ing largest in key
countries (except Liberiand Sierra Leone, where agriculture remains dominant). In all countries of
the region, the contribution of manufacturing industry to GDP is the lowest of any sector. The share
of the manufacturing sector remains highest in Co@alret around 18% of GDiA 2017. In most

West African countries, the manufacturing sector is limited to primary processing products of light
industry and to the production of consumer goods.
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Despite their progress towards economic and financial integration, the 15 States agios® r major
exporters of unprocessed raw materials, are lagging behind in terms of industrialization,
competitiveness and rise in value chains (cf. National Acc@@i8, ECOWAS Commission).

As for the forecasts in the dominant sectors and-sebtors ofthe economy, they vary from country

to country. In Burkina Faso, the manufacturing sector and industry will be a driver of growth, given
the sustained pace of the National Economic and Social Development Plan (PNDEZ)Zm)1éhile
agriculturewill occlpy the second position after having recently benefited from investments. But in
Cabo Verde, tourism, transport, manufacturing, hotels and restaurants will dominate in 2019. In the
2018;2020 forecast for Cote®@oire, manufacturing and services sectord \é the main drivers of
economic growth.

Overall, demand from the economy must be well channeled to support entrepreneurship in the
region. Currently, imports exceed exports, worsening the current account balance. The economic
damage is even greater whethe imports consist largely of consumer goods, because the
manufacturing industries in the States are too limited to produce them.

However, high population growth has absorbed in recent years the positive impacts of real but too
modest economic growthAfter several prosperous years, average GDP growth in West Africa
stagnated at 0.6% in 2016, then climbed to 2.9% in 2017. It reached 3.4% in 2018 after Nigeria
consolidated its exit from recession. The

forecast will reach 3.9% in 2019. CRAPH2: GDRGROWTH PAFRICA ANVESTAFRICA

=

In 2018, all ecommic activity in West Africa
benefited from the resilience of the sectors
particularly agriculture, from the dynamisn

35 3,63'8 3;53,6 4
232 3,1 .
‘ 9
2,1
0,6
as regards to trade, real estate activitie:

of the construction industry and the
continuation of the performance in particulal

transport and communications. Thest 015 016 017 2018 ANNEE
sectors are the greatest consumers of tr m Afrigue Monde m Afrique de 'Ouest

physica| Strength of the Working popu|ation' Sources : DRS, Commission CEDEAQ, Comptes Nationaux 2018

of the region. Performance has varied across country, but the trends are mostly regional as Nigeria
contributes nearly 70% of regional GDP.
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Shce 2015, the doublgigit inflation has also hampered growth as well as the importance of the
informal economy which still remains overlooked as a source of public revenue. Consequently, the
poverty rate is high; in 2013, 43% of the population lived belbg international poverty line of
US$1.90 per day per capita. Pastil war conflicts in Liberia and elsewhere also lead to higher
figures. Income inequality remained high, including during the period of economic growth until 2018.

Reducing inequalitiesvill require structural economic transformation, which will shift labor from
low-skilled sectors of the economy to highskilled and betteipaying sectors.

1.3 Political and institutional context

The Economic Community of West African States was estathlish¢he Treaty of Lagos of May 28,
1975, by 15 Member States: Benin, Burkina Faso, C@teird, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea
Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, TogdeZaddoined the Community in
1976 but Mauritania decied to leave it in 2000. The main objective of ECOWAS dprtonote
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cooperationand integration, leading to the establishment of an economic union in West Africa in
order to raise the living standards of its peoples, and to maintain and enhance econoraiiliy,
foster relationsamong Member States and contribute to the progress and development of the
African Contineng

Headquartered in Abuja, Nigeria, ECOWAS is made up of 6 main institufie@ommunity
Parliament, the Economic and Social Councd, @mmmunity Court of Justice, the Commission, the
ECOWAS Bank for Investment and Development (EBID), the West African Gegdtiization
(WAHO), and the InteGovernmental Action Group against Money Laundering in West Africa
(GIABA). Among these institois, the Commission is the main body responsible for implementing
the policies and measures adopted by the Authority of Heads of State and the Council of Ministers. It
was established in 2006 to replace the Secretariat (previously the kingpin of the Cay)rand
currently consists of 15 statutory each from a member country.

The territory of West Africa emerged from different administrative and colonial systeinas
defined the borders of its States. Even if today the Member States of this communityhnese t
different official foreign languages (English, French and Portuguese), they have more than a thousand
local languages, including crassrder languages such as Ewe, Fulfulde, Hausa, Mandingo, Wolof,
Yoruba, Ibo, Ga, etc. which are spoken by a pomratif over 300million people spread over an

area of approximately 5.fillion km2,

West Africa is today a community of people, which is tending to politically rebuilt itself, notably with
ECOWAS, and a space of civilization forged by a millennial histmst African States created
ECOWAS with the initial goal of creating a West African Economic and Monetary Union. However, in
1990, its power was extended to the maintenance of regional stability with the creation of ECOMOG,
a military intervention groupwhich became permanent in 1999, thereby giving it significant
diplomatic leverage.

Nevertheless, major History of the serving Presidents of ECOWAS:

dysfunctions appear within © A g © X y
. g Gnassingbé Eyadéma (Togo{,73 Gnassingbé Eyadéma (To
ECOWAS following difficult gbe Eyadéma (Togof, gpeEy (Toge)
. . . WOlusegun Obasanjo (Nigeria)J® WAIlpha Oumar Konaré (Mali) €D1

democratic transitions in . )

. d . WLéopold Sédar Senghor (Senega)ld® WAbdoulaye Wade (Senegal)@a3
Gumga (2009) an Cote WGnassingbé Eyadéma (Tog§6§81 (WJohn Agyekum Kufuor (Ghana) Q35
d@voire (2010)' They are (ysiaka Stevens (Sierra Leone{;82 WMamadou Tandja (Niger) @07

growing in the face ofhe WMathieu Kérékou (Benin) €33 WBlaise Compaoré (Burkina Faso)dg7
emergence of various (anhmed Sékou Touré (Guinea)@®  (OUmaru Musa Y&Rdua (Nigeria) 0810
jihadist groups which today wLansana Conté (Guinea)@b WGoodluck Jonathan (Nigeriadc12

are the first security threat @Muhammadu Buhari (Nigeri&p WAlassane Ouattara (Cotdoire) 12C14

in the region. Thus, in 2012, Wibrahim Babangida (Nigeria5c89 WJohn Dramani Mahama (Ghana)Glb

armed groups took control WbawdaJawara (the Gambia)@0  (WMacky Sall (Senegal) £36
of northern Mali. which was WBlaise Compaoré (Burkina Faso§ 9@ WMrs. Hlen Johnson Sirleaf (Liberia)cl§

forced to request military WDawda Jawara (thEambia)P1-92 WFaure Gnassinabe (Todiok18

intervention from France faced with ECOWAS inaction, and mo foilitary response was put in
place to deal with the jihadist insurgency led since 2009 by Boko Haram and Ansaru in Nigeria.

1 France granted independence in 1958 to Guinea / French West Africa and in 1960 to Benin / Dahomey, Burkina Faso / Ume\cﬁrjre, Mali /
French West Africa, Niger / French WestdsfriSenegal / French West Africa, Togo / Togoland

Portugal restored independence to Guinea Bissau in 1974 and to Cabo Verde in 1975.

Great Britain signed the independence of Ghana/Gold Coast, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and The Gambia, respectively in, 1195, 4060.965.
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The diverse sociocultural dimension of development should be an essential component for the
restoration of peace and security ihis region. Building on the past, Community leaders have made
enormous sacrifices to maintain the political structure of the region.

It should also be recalled that in 2018, ECOWAS held on July 31 in Loni& atsd584" Ordinary
Sessions of the Asserghdf Heads of State and Government. These summits, like those of previous
years, have always ruled on measures strengthening regional integration, among other things,
through the acceleration of the implementation of the Protocol on the Free MovemeRtasons

and Goods in the ECOWAS region. Among other Decisions adopted on free movement, mention
should be made of:

Y Protocol on free movement of persons, right of residence and establishment, of May 1, 1979;

Y Supplementary Protocol A/SP amending and compleingrthe provisions of Articl& of the Protocol on
free movement of persons, right of residence and establishment, of June 1, 1989;

Y Protocol A/P relating to the Definition of Community Citizen, of May 5, 1982;

Y Supplementary Protocol A/SP establishing @ode of Conduct for the implementation of the Protocol on
Free Movement of Persons, Right of Residence and Establishment, of July 1, 1982;

Y Supplementary Protocol A/SP on the Second Phase (Right of Residence) of the Protocol on Free
Movement of Personghe Right of Residence and Establishment, of July 1, 1986;

Y Supplementary Protocol A/SP on thihird Phase (Right oEstablishment of the Protocol on Free
Movement of Persons, the Right of Residence and Establishment, of May 2, 1990;

Y Decision C/DEC. okeBember 3, 19980n the Introduction of a Harmonized Immigration and Emigration
Form in ECOWAS Member States;

Y Decision A/IDEC of May 10, 198&lating to the application of the Protocol on Free Movement and the
Public Information Program;

Y Decision AIDEGf May 2, 1990Establishing a Resident Card of ECOWAS Member States;

Y Resolution A/RE of November 2, 198#the Authority of Heads of State and Government relating to the
application of the First Phase of the Protocol on Free Movement of Persons,ghedRiResidence and
Establishment.

Regarding the main elections in 2018, fopate"states Types Steps
States held eleabdns for either presidential, 4  Guinea  Local Single round

legislative, senatorial, regional or municipal/3 Sierra Leonelegislative and presidentialegislative Single
presidential ¥ round

In total, 7 ballots were organized including 7i/3  cote d@ivoireSenatorial Indirect elections.
presidential elections with 2 rounds in Sierrdl/3 Sierra Leonéresidential 2" round.
. 29/7 Mali Presidential 15tround.
Leone and Mali. 12/8 Mali Presidential 2" round.
13/10 Céte divoireRegional and municipal  Single round
20/12 Togo Legislative Single round

1.4 Sociocultural Context of West Africa

Before the arrival of the cohists, West Africa was the cradle of several successive empires and
kingdoms whose influence spanned the centuries. The most renowned were the Empire of Ghana,
the Mali Empire the Songhai Empire, the empires of Jolof, Oyo, Benin and kBoemou. The Wds
African region is a group of countries with common influences and heritage. The joking kinship
system that still binds West African ethnic and social groups to each other today is a striking
example.

Fragmented and weakened after the Battle of TondibgsiVAfrica suffered European and American
colonization at the end of the 19th century and during the Half of the 20th century. Certain
foundations of the West African civilization as well as the imperial history then gradually sank into
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oblivion, but te rediscovery of the Timbuktu manuscripts opened considerable hope for their
understanding.

The three languages of the former colonial powers (French, English and Portuguese) are the official
languages of the West African States. The languages tradijiospabken include all the swalled
NigerCongo A languages, excluding the Adamdélkangi languages (Central Africa) and the
Kordofanian languages (Sudan). The other Bérdorgolese languages (Yoruba and Igbo spoken in
Nigeria) are sometimes included, setimes excluded depending on the sources. Linguistic diversity

is important, the NigefCongo A group being less homogeneous than the Migergo B group (Bantu
languages). More specifically, West African languages belong to the following subgroups:

|l

]

The Mame languages which include Bambara, the main language of Mali, as well as Soninké, a
language spoken mainly in Mali but also in Senegal and Mauritania

The Songhai languages, spoken along the Niger River, from the inland delta to Mali, to the north of
Benn, but especially in western Niger, in the regions of Tillabéry and Dosso.

Atlantic languages which include Wolof, spoken in Senegal and Gambia, and Fulani, spoken in the
Sahel region as well as in Guinea

The ljoid languages in Nigeria, including ljo aethka

The Kwa languages, which group together the central Akan or Tano languages, spoken in Ghana and
Céte dvoire, and Gbe languages, spoken in Ghana, Togo, Benin, and Nigeria, of whiest-ttreown
member is Ewe

The Dogon language spoken in Mali

TheKru language group of which Bété, Nyabwa, Dida and Neyo belong

The Gur group, containing the Dagbani
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BOX2: MIGRATION CULTURBMESTAFRICAMOTIVATIONS OF THESTIES

Migration, as a mediation between two regions, constitutes a privileged means of exchange of goods and cultural
lifestyles and social organization. These exchanges, called culturafararby C. Daum (1993), have a decisive posi
influence on the lives of populations and on the organization and management of the localities of origin.

The collective structures of migrants, associations and tontines thus find their essence initegaesbuild the architecture
of original community life. Indeed, traditional African societies fundamentally relied on the principle of the preeminer
the collectivity over individuality. Each individual is entirely defined in relation to his aulamd ethnic identity, and
ultimately in relation to a community group. The recognition of this collective conscientiousness and the constrg
affiliation are a moral obligation to participate in these organizations, regardless of where one is located

Moreover, migration savings intended for families and localities of origin are at the same time a relevant indicator
permanency, narrowness and intensity of the relations which bind migrants with their country of origin. This commitm|
the conmunity and to the country of origin explains whaBarou (1978) calléthe desire to reconstitute a social univeésin
France, in particular through associative structures, the ultimate purpose of which is the search for sociocultural hbrn
this perspective of analysis, the collective structures of migrants, associations and tontines are the expression of a
behavior.

In Mali and in certain African countries, migration has an initiatory and cultural nature in certain regions. This uapgrt
the case for the Soninké of the Kayes region (Soninké migration in France) and of the Banamba circle in the Kouliko|
OYAIANI GAZ2Yy Ay [/2y32 . NXITTF@gAttS0s (GKS 5232y YAIANI GA
Niogaméra, in the Yélimané circle. In the Soninke environment, migration is an experience that everyone must go tf
since the decline of the Wagadu Empire. In addition, migration is perceived as an obligatory phase in the life of ev
before he hast6 NAIK(G G2 + &SRSyGINER gle 2F tAFTSed 2SS | NB 0
younger.

Moreover, in Burkina Faso, cultural factors have a significant weight in determining migration. This cultural factod t® li
the fact thatwith the neighboring countries, the populations which straddle the borders and the-barser movements of
these populations are very intense and permanent. We can mention the case of the Lobi who live along the southern|
with CoteR Q L @2 A ade @ppliesf@ Mali, where much of Burkina Faso was part of French Sudan (now Mali). The
populations (Sénoufo, Bambara, Bobos, Dogon, etc.) who are currently on each side of these two countries share t
languages and the same cultures andréfere the same decisiemaking behaviors for migrating.

Ly {SyS3arftsz Ay I &i dzR antiogafosidalfd&dminarase nyigtariohOn theySButhZamd Gaughe
NEIA2ya 2F {SyS3alfty Y2fRISZ YSR2 dialdals pergeRedhd heving db inflzghBe ol t
RSAANS (2 YAINIGS® 126SOHSNE |Y2y3a OSNIIAY SGKyAO 3INH
over again whenever the opportunity arises. For example, among the Fulani, on theoocefsultural festivities or major
events such as wedding ceremonies or even on the return of a successful emigrant, the Avloidi€ sing the praises of
the latter, in the presence of his friends who have never migrated. The rhetoric often higRighte NS & { 2 0 2 g
O06KAOK Aa fAGSNIffte GNIyatldaSR G2 wrd | OSNIFAY | 383
GEAGSNIE GNIXyatlrdAazy T2N W2K2S@GSNI KFa y2i YowwdhdwSmoaey
2NRSNDO P {dzOK NKSGI2NAO Kl a 6S8S02YS aléay3aa GKIFG OF yculN
not to argue that migration occupies a significant place in Fulani society.

In addition to the NigefCongo A languageJuareg Berber languages well asHaussa Chadic
language are also spoken in the Sahelian area. The Fon language ipoiiso & Benin, Goun,
Bariba, Adja and others.

The cultural, linguistic and ecological diversity of the region provides both opportunities and
challenges for the integration process. The desire to combine forces politically and economically has
always beermrecognized as a step towards creating common prosperity in the region. In this regard,
the first integration effort dates back to 1945 with the creation of the CFA franc, which grouped

together the Frenckspeaking countries of the region within a singlematary union. Then in 1964,

the President of Liberia, Williafiubman, proposed a West African Economic Union which resulted in

an agreement signed in 1965 by Cdfivoire, Guinea, Liberia and Sieltraone.
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However, these initiatives did not yield any coete results until 1972 when the Head of State of
Nigeria, General Yakulisbowon, and his Togolese counterpart, Gnassirigysdéma, undertook a

tour in the region to promote the idea of integration. Thus, thanks to their efforts, projects were put
forward and served as a basis for the draft, in 1975, of the Treaty of Lagos which would give birth to
ECOWAS. Oiriginally, the Treaty of Lagos was limited to the economy, but due to the political
problems experienced by the region, it has been subject to a revisiuch, in 1993, enabled the
expansion of its scope and prerogatives.

1.5 Application of the Protocol of 29/5/79 on the Free Movement of Persons

The free movement of persons means that any citizen of the Community has the right to move freely
from one Stateto another without hindrance. According to Arti@eof Protocol A/P1/5/79 on Free
Movement of Persons, the right of residence and establishment, in its general principles provides:
6The Community citizens have the right to enter, reside and establisihéterritory of Member State€. The

right of entry, residence and establishment referred to in paragraphabove shall be progressively
established in the course of a maximum transitional period of fifteen (15) years from the definitive entry into
force of this Protocol by abolishing all other obstacles to free movement of persons and to the right of
residence and establishmerit.

The protocol of May 29, 197guarantees free entry, that is to say without the obligation to hold a
visa in the Member Statesff citizens whose stay does not exceed ninety (90) days. There is only one
condition to be met, to be in possession of a valid travel document and international vaccination
certificates.

The right of residence in the territory of an ECOWAS Member Steg¢edagnized for citizens wishing

or not to access and exercise an income earning employment, apart from public administration jobs,
unless otherwise specified by national regulations. Citizails have the same rights and freedoms

as nationals of the hadviember State, with the exception of political rights.

To ensure facilitation and simplification of crossing formalities for citizens into ECOWAS internal
borders, the Commission had instituted the ECOWAS Travel Certificate and the ECOWAS passport.
Accoding to the Supplementary Protocol of July 6, 19&%ating to the Code of Conduct for the
application of the Protocol on the Free Movement of Persons, the Right of Residence and
Establishment, MembeS$tates have an obligation to inform citizens about twditions of entry,

stay, residence and establishment in other MemBegaites as well as the conditions of deportation.
Apart from this requirement of citizenship, the right of residence requires certain conditions that are
essential for its enjoyment: BhResident Card is equivalent to a residence permit or stay permit with

the validity of 3 years renewable for successive periods of 3 years.

Following the adoption of the Cro&®rder Initiatives Program and the CreBsrder Cooperation
Facilitation Fundn January 2006 by the ECOWAS Authority of Heads of State and Government, pilot
units to monitor the free movement of persons at the borders were created in January 2007 in
Nigeria, Benin, Togo and Ghana. The aim is to identify all violations of the dnssmant of people

at borders.

It is undeniable that in terms of the free movement of people, significant progress has been made in
WestAfrica. So that in certain aspects, the region is cited as an example. Thus, it is easily recognized

2 Cf. Protocol of May 29, 1982, on the citizenship code of ECOWAS
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that: no visa is equired anywhere from nationals of Member States for their travel within the
ECOWAS region. West African nationals now have the right to move freely, to settle wherever they
want in the Community with a view to whether or not to exercise an activity. BT@WAS Passport
established in December 2000 is to be replaced by Biometric ID Cards to further facilitate free
movement as in the WAEMU region. However, only Benin, Senegal and Mali have effectively
deployed this community Travel Document.

1.6 Cooperation ard AssistanceActions

Several partners support ECOWAS in the field of migration. These include the German Cooperation
(Gl2), the International Organization for Migration, the International Labor Office, and the Swedish
Cooperation. Among these organization®M through the FMMVest Africa project and Statistics
Sweden intervene mainly in the field of collection and management on migration data.
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The obijective of this chapter is to preseahe different methodological approaches used for the drafting
of this report. This includethe document review, data sources, tools for collection, development
process, assessment of data quality, methods for estimating indicators, method of analyisisiodedf
concepts and limitations of the study.

2.1 DocumentReview

The document review consisted of the collection, exploitation, analysis and synthesis of the
documentation dealing with migration issues at regional and international levels as wellexgstiig
information likely to be relevant to the study. This documentation also took into account the review of
statistics from international institutions (UNHCR, IOM, Eurostat, STATAFRIC, etc.) published and
available. Thus, for certain indicators, maggl trends were collected to serve as comparison data. In
addition, the legal and technical provisions that justify the context of migration in 2018 have been
summarized. Furthermore, it should be noted that the phenomenon of migration is purely conitextua
and does not always reflect linearity with the migratory movements of previous years. This is how the
new repressive measures taken in 2018 by European countries regarding access to their territory by
international migrants sparked a significant wavenafjratory movements in early 2018. West Africa
was not spared from this and a very good part of the persons emigrating to other countries of Africa are
certainly waiting for the opportunities to migrate to other regions.

2.2 Sources ofData

Several sourcesra generally used at the national level to obtain data on migration. The main sources
relating to this study are general population censuses, national household surveys, administrative
sources (Migration Police, Ministry of Labor, etc.), sources fromriat@mal institutions (UNHCR, I0M,
etc.).

With regard to general population censuses, sources of data par excellence on stocks of international
migrants through basic variables (age, gender, current place of residence, place of birth, previous place
of reddence, etc.), they made it possible to make projections for 2018 and to fill in tapks4 and 5.

But one of the limits is the often Ifear periodicity that does not allow the observation of recent
trends, migration being a contextual phenomenon.aldition, Regional Surveys on Employment and

the Informal Sector (EMSI) are often carried out in certain countries of the West African Economic and
Monetary Union (WAEMU). In 2017, they were conducted in Benin, Burkina Faso, Niger and Togo. They
were ued as a basis for updating stock projections for the R€drB.

Like censuses, national surveys do not capture all stocks according to the definition of the concept
adopted in the guidelines. The same applies for the flows whether they are emigrant®ioraional
immigrants flowslIndeed, i@ the notion ofLifetime Migration that is used. It consists of crossing the
variables place of birth and place of residence on a reference date. Thus, the lifetime migrant is any
individual who has resided in a aotuy other than that of his birth for more than one year. Even if in the
majority of countries, the sheetforms (entryexit) of the migration services or the border police have
been more or less used to provide data on migratory flows (TEbl& shouldbe noted that some
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States, which do not have administrative data, have just extracted from the stock base the movements
during the last year as being the migratory flow.

For the analysis of migrant workers, data was not available at the State levehé&Ut@ method for
analyzing consistency and estimating missing data was used. With regard to the remittances of migrants,
the data from Member States have been supplemented by those contained in the balance of payments
of the central banks of the variousast African States and sometimes with the World Bank estimates.

Other data sources (IOM, UNHCR) were also used.

2.3 Migration data collection

The migration analysis is mainly descriptive with explanatory elements to further substantiate the
situation in 2A8. To better visualize the phenomenon across countries or certain groups, graphs and
tables have been created using Excel software. The analysis is conducted at the national, regional and
international levels.

2.3.1 Collection tool (questionnaire)

The tool forcollecting and managing migration data to inform regional indicators was designed using
Microsoft Excel software. It covers the twelve (12) indicators disaggregated by type of migration
(emigrants and immigrants), gender, agdc. This questionnaire isvailable onwww.midwa.org The

main indicators cover regular and irregular migration stocks and flows, stocks of refugees and asylum
seekers, remittances, etc.

Indicateurs

Emigrant Immigrant Female

v ~ o
Male Female Male Female

7- Diaspora by age and sex
9- Stock of Refugees - Age categories and
Disposition to return
10- Cases of Human Trafficking recorded-
Age categories and Disposition to Return
11- Records of Assisted Voluntary Return
and Reintegration by Country and Region

1- Reqular migration flow,

2- Regular Migration Stock

Male Female
Retumn

Mo Education 3- Reason-Specific {Education, Family ”‘*g’;';:’:;d

ER— Refused applications and response
re-union, health, others) Migration

Secondary

_ 4- Immigrants population by sex, age
Tertiary Wrregular
Post Graduate and education Mgmued 12- Stock of irregular migration by

Nationals
5- Labor Migration by sex, age. education and il

foreigners

8- Stock of um seekers - Average refugee

Others.

Cou and Region

employment

= 6- Remittances by source and volume
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To ensure that the questionnaire is properly filled incardance with regional and international
standards in the field of migration, the ECOWAS Commission has developed a methodological guide for
all the actors in charge of data collection. In addition to the philosophies underlying the definitions of
the corcepts, presents through cases studies the mode of operation and use of migration data collection
and processing systems. This guide includes filling instructions, key concepts, and data sources.

2.3.2 DataCollection Method

Data collection is an integral part developing and updating migration statistics. It aims to gather data
and more generally national data following a harmonized approach at regional level.

These formalized data collection activities should be established, adapted to the national circcesstan
of the countries, and periodically revised as part of the implementation of good practices. Data
collection procedures are necessary to find and process existing idataldta collected and stored for
statistical purposes).

This data collection beg in July 2018 with the submission of the ECOWAS collection tool
(questionnaire described above) to the fifteen (15) Member States via the focal points responsible for
providing it with all the national data available on migration and to forward it to EROWAS
Commission. Some Focal Points were facing difficulties in processing information to fill out this
guestionnaire, confronted with obsolete and outdated data, lack of data or the absence of a
coordination framework at the national level for the maeagent of migration data, etc. However,
several States were able to properly fill the ECOWAS questionnaire. The States that filled all the data on
the indicators are Nigeria and Cotéuabire, while those having the most difficulties are Ghana and
SierralLeone.

The data collection method used was essentially quantitative; which besides consists of researching data
from administrative sources or survey data, using mathematical and statistical analysis tools, in order to
describe and explain these data infoof measurable variables.

However, data from States sometimes had limitations foidépth analysis of regional migration
indicators in West Africa. Among other limitations, the following can be mentioned for most States:

0 The lack of several recent dat20(8) on certain indicators;

U The nonavailability of data according to the declension of the variables and modalities of the
ECOWAS questionnaire;

u etc.

2.4 Data quality assessment

Data quality assessment is an important step in demographic studies. It aimstd¢ot errors and
inconsistencies in these data and possibly to adjust them. Data quality assessment consists of checking
the completeness rates of each indicator (responses provided by member countries), definitions of
concepts and consistency of data.
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2.4.1 CompletenesRate of theVariables

The assessment of the response rates to the indicators of the report enables to detect the potential
errors that could affect the analyzes and the quality of the data. The completeness levels recorded for
the 12 indicabrs vary from 16% (see tahl®) to 100% (see tabl), with an overall average of 65%.
Considering the minimum list of 6 priority indicators validated by the Thematic Working Group on
Migration Data covering the stocks, this rate has reached over 84%rdér to determine regional
trends for each of the indicators, a sustainable approach adopted by a Taskforce made it possible to
estimate data not provided by the countries. This Taskforce is made up of eight (8) focal points
belonging to the Technical Wking Group on Migration Data, and experts in the analysis of migration
indicators from Burkin&aso, Cote @/oire, Liberia, Mali, from Niger, Nigeria, Senegal and Togo

2.4.2 DataConsistency

The verification of the consistency of the data provided by theeStatas carried out according to a
consistency analysis plan in compliance with international migration standards. It consisted of quality
checks of data sources, of reference periods for the projections and estimates for th2Odéaand of

totals at thetable level. Thus, between the tables of stocks and flows this consistency analysis has
enabled to detect the errors in considering the definition (lifetime migrant) used by the focal points. All
the inconsistencies observed could be corrected using otta¢éa sources and the contribution of the
focal points of the different countries.

2.5 Data estimation and collection
2.5.1 Method for estimating indicators

The literature on population projections offers two main methodological approaches for estimating data
at the national level. The first is based on the rmtstence of national projections afamt a good
understanding of demographic dynamics within the different geographic entities that make up the
country. It proposes for each relevant subnational subdivistonyse the component method. The
results obtained are then put together to come up with the national projections. The second approach
uses available national projections to produce estimates of the numbers within each party.

At the regional level, the mbbd used is that of relative proportions or weights. It was more applied to
missing data from the stock. The choice of this method is based on certain considerations ranging from
the response rate for the stock data (over 84%) to the specification ofehawior of the ECOWAS area
vis-a-vis each region.

Thus, the indicators for which the missing data have been estimated cover the flow and stock of regular
migration, the SpecifiReasons (education, family reunification, health, others), thamigrant
population by gender, age and level of education (stock of immigrants), Labor migration by gender and
age and Migrant remittances by souscand volume. For Labor migration the methodology developed

by the International Labor Office (ILO) was used for datagssing. In addition, migrant remittances
were supplemented with estimates from central banks and the World Bank.
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Regarding the indicators of the Diaspora, the Stock of asylum seekers, the Stock of Refugees, Human
trafficking cases, Assisted Voluntary Ratand the Stock of irregular migration, the national projections
combined with the estimates of international organizations, UNHCR, the international diaspora and IOM
were used.

2.5.2 Methodology of the analysis

The analysis of migration in thi§' fegionalreport is essentially descriptive, reinforced with explanatory

and supporting elements for the situation in 2018. Graphs, tables and figures as well as illustrative
images are used to better visualize the phenomenon across ECOWAS member countriespither n
ECOWAS African countries and in the rest of the world. The level of disaggregation of the data is based
on the data available either by country, by region, by gender, by age, by imnsganigrant
categoies, or bya group of countries. The comparatiaalysis with data from other regions is also
carried out as well as the analysis enabling to identify by indicators the large numbers or sometimes the
countries of major departures and major destinations of migrants.

This analysis is based on the qualitonsistency, probity and descriptiveness of the data collected. At
the end of the treatment process, it can be considered that even if the data from the migration analysis
are of acceptable quality, the analyzes of the regional indicators remain nelesthdescriptive and
limited because they do not enable to thoroughly understand migration in West Africa for lack of certain
explanatory elements.

Y Finally, it should be noted that three (3) levels of analysis have been adopted for each indicator,
namely 1% level: By considering ECOWAS as a bloc and from the regional global trends to assess
migratory behavior including around the world

Y 2" evel: With details by region and State, analfEZ@OWAS migratory movements with regard to
the regions of the world

Y 39level: On the basis of the proportions by gender and, atpscribe the migratory movements
within the region, that is, between ECOWAS Member States.

Finally, for each indicator, the migration profile was determined according to the variables and
modailties at stake.

2.6 Approach to the Report Preparation
2.6.1 Regional coordination of migration data collection and management

To facilitate the production of migration data in the region, the ECOWAS Commission with the support
of IOM carried out a diagnostic stydvhose resolutions include the establishment at regional level of a
Thematic Working Group on Migration Data. This Working Group under Mil¥&Aset up in 2017 and

is made up of national experts (focal points) on migration issues appointed by the Ndtistitates of
Statistics Several capacity building activities at regional and national levels have been undertaken for

3 Migration Dialogue for West Africa, Dialogue sur la Migration en Afriqu@dest

28



them as part of the harmonization of concepts and to facilitate data collection and management. These
include the training workshops oBuidelines for migration data collection and management from May
22 to 26, 2017 and the extraordinary meeting of the Technical working group from February 15 to 16,
2018 in Abuja, Nigeria.

The regional workshop odmplementation of the regional actionlan for the harmonization of data
collection tools on migration and labor statisgdsom July 24 to 26, 2019 in Abuja, Nigeria validated the
collection questionnaire on the 12 regional indicators selected and launched data collection at the end
of 2018.The conduct of data collection on regional migration indicators at ECOWAS States level was
ensured by the focal points. Indeed, each focal point ensures national coordination through the
establishment and operationalization of the Migration Data Managem@ommittee. This National
Committee is made up of all the national actors involved in migration. It enables to explore and
synergize all the sources of production of migration data.

2.6.2 Selection of theAnalysts

For the preparation of the report, the ECOWB&mMmission opted for the establishment ofaskforce

made up of eight (8) focal points of the Technical Working Group on Migratory Data. These experts in
analysis of migration indicators come from each of the Member States, Burkina Faso, ®éie,d
Lberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal and Togo. Under the coordination of the ECOWAS Commission
Research and Statistics Directorate, the preparation of this report benefited from SCB, IOM and ILO
technical and financial support.

2.6.3 Various TechnicalMeetings

Several technical meetings were held before the final validation of the report. The objective of these
meetings was to define and validate the compilation methodology, calculate regional migration
indicators, analyze these indicators and identify majorratign trends in WesAfrica. Among these
main meetings, one should mention:

A Methodological workshop for the preparation of the regional report on migration from June 15
to 17, 2020 (video conference): The aim was to hold separate exchanges with eagqiofoctd
take stock of the collection of missing data and to improve the quality of national data on
migration and cover all regional indicators.

A 1%t Virtual Meeting on July 6, 2020: The objective was to launch the preparation of the regional
report on mgration in West Africa.

A 2 Virtual Meeting on July 13, 2020: The objective was to establish the Taskforce for the
drafting of the report and distribute the tasks between the members of this team.

A 3" Virtual Meeting on Monday, July 20, 2020: The objectixas to exchange views on the
method of data processing, compilation and analysis.

A 4" Virtual Meeting on Wednesday, July 29, 2020: The objective was to take stock of the
roadmap drawn up on this subject.
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A Series of ten individual Virtual Meetings with meend of the Taskforce from August 4 to 10,
2020: The objective was to assess the progress in the preparation of the report and to take stock
of the remaining tasks for its finalization.

A Series of Virtual Meetings with the Taskforce from July 29, 2028ugust 19, 2020to analyze
the shortcomings of the report and the difficulties encountered by members when analyzing
migration data.

A Series of Virtual Meetings from September 3 to 7, 2020: The aim was to revieW thaffl of
the report, section by sectio

A October to November 2020: Transmission of the document to IOM for translation and
proofreading otthe draft report.

A Report validation meeting on December 28, 2020.

A Consideration of participan@somments and submission of final version to IOM for ttatisn.

A Etc.

2.7 Definition of key concepts of migration in WestAfrica

It is important to recall that the phenomenon of migration is difficult to understand both from a
theoretical and practical point of view; in fact, any definition of this phenomenon dersithe
temporal and spatial dimensions, hence a diversity of methods of approach. This diversity leads to
difficulties in comparing the results of studies on migratio@ to correct this fact that ECOWAS has
adopted harmonized definitions aligned withternational standards.

TABLES: DEFINITION OF THE ©BRTS

CONCEPTS DEFINITIONS PHILOSOPHIES

INTERNATIONAL Person who moves between countries. The International migrants include a Il residents of a country who

MIGRANT migration concept encompasses all types of have changed their country of usual residence. For practical
population movements involvi ng a change in reasons of measurement and in accordance with the
the place of usual residence, irrespective of recommendations of the United Nations, it is possible to
(1) the legal status of the person, (2) the identify international migrants as being "all persons who
voluntary or involuntary nature of the habitually reside in the country and who are nationals of
displacement, (3) the causes of the another country (foreign population) or those whose place of
displacement, or 4) the length of the stay. birth is | ocated in another c«

EMIGRANT Anyone who has left his State of residence to settle in a
foreign State.

FLOW The concept of oflowo refers It aims to consider the number of entries and exits by migrants. In fact, the
to the total number of international migrant cannot change its usual residence more than once in the
persons moving to or from a same year. Because the notion of Usual residence refers to a place at which
country during a reference  the person has lived continuously for most of the last 12 months ( i.e., for at
period, usually the calendar least six months and one day) or at least during the last 12 months, without
year. taking into consideration temporary absences for holidays or work
assignments, or the place at which a person intends to live for at least 6
months.

REGULAR
MIGRATION

IMMIGRANT FLOWNumber of
persons residing in a specific
country who changed their To be taken into consideration:
country of usual residence for

that specific country during - Movements regulated by the legal provisions of host and departure countries

the reference period. It of international migrants at the borders: Air, land and river.

includc_as non-nationals as well - The intention of change of usual res idence is taken into consideration and

as nationals. may possibly be rectified when the information on the actual length of stay
is known.

IMMIGRANT FLOWNumber of
persons who changed their
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STOCK

SPECIFIC
REASON
(EDUCATION,
FAMILY
REUNIFICATION,
HEALTH,
OTHERS)
MIGRATION

country of residence during

the reference period. It

includes nationals and non-

nationals.

The stock of regula
migration refers to
the total number of
international migrants
present in a giver
country at a given
point in time.

Immigrant Stock:  The
number of persons who
have changed their country
of usual residence to settle
in a given country. The
migrant stock of a country
usually covers the group of
foreigners who have a
usual residence in this
country.

Emigrant Stock: This is the
number of residents who
have changed their country
of wusual residence and
elected domicile outside
the country in question.
The migrant stock of a
country is generally
considered as the group of
citizens of that country
who usually live abroad
(i.e., the stock of foreign

Not to be taken into consideration:

- internal movements, i.e., within the country regardless of the reason for
change of usual residence.

- The movements of simple travelers (business, politics, diplomacy, etc.),
tourists, etc.

It refers to the number of foreigners residing in a country at a time t or at the
time of their census. Here also, the notion of usual residence is paramount and
refers to a place at which the person has lived continuously for most of it s rest
period during the last 12 months ( i.e., for at least six months and one day) or at
least during the last 12 months, without taking into consideration temporary
absences for holidays or work assignments, or the place at which a person
intends to live for at least six months.

It is important to take into consideration a specific moment to count the stock. It

is generally done on December 31st of the year under review. To this end,

several surveys are carried out during the 4 ™" quarter of the year to m inimize the
margins of error for the year. For censuses, the questions need to be more

specific in terms of deadlines for the migrants 6&identification.

- To be taken into consideratioRireigners already residing or intending
to reside in the country are t aken into consideration;

- persons who were not part of the country at the beginning of their life and
who came to settle their usual residence in the country;

- The intention of change of usual residence is taken into consideration and may
possibly be rectified when the information on the actual length of stay is
known;

- the notion of oregular6 refers to the legal or official character in the country.
The designation of regular migrants depends on the laws in force in the
country.

Not to be taken into consider ation:

- returning national migrants regardless of the reason for change of usual
residence and/or the duration of their stay abroad. That is to say, the
nationals of the country where they are registered who previously emigrated
then returned to live in the country;

Simple travelers (business, politics, diplomacy, etc.), tourists or others for stays

nationals).

This is the stock
of regular
migration

broken down
according to the
specific reasons
of the migrants.
We recall
that the
definition of
the stock of
regular
migration
refers to the
total number

of

of less than 6 months.

It should be noted that if stocks of regula r migration are available at any given time, it
would be ideal to break them down according to the specific reasons listed and to analyze
them in an appropriate manner for this indicator. The net flows of regular migration in the
years following the census enable the establishment of more up-to-date migration stocks at
more recent times, if not at any desired time. The advantage of this method is that it
allows for more approximate values of the stocks rather than relying on estimates that at
the end do not always reflect reality. Indeed, the phenomenon of migration is multi -
complex and changing at any moment. Which is why it & better to build on very recent data
for the daily analysis.

Thus, the provision of information on net flows will allow to some exte nt to rectify the
numbers to have the recent stock. This stock broken down according to the specific reason
for international migration offers more recent data for an updated migration profile, th e
phenomenon of migration being changing and complex.

It is important to note that the periods for accounting for these net migration flows are the
years after the completion of the population census. The flow is generally assessed after
each calendar year.

Moreover, it is obvious that the distribution of migrati on according to the specific reasons
must be carried out on the basis of the updated stock. But it is noted that information
collected on migrant flows at the border level provides more details, especially on the
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IMMIGRANT
POPULATION BY
GENDER, AGE
AND EDUCATION

INTERNATIONAL
MIGRANT
WORKERS

LABOR
MIGRATION BY
GENDER, AGE,
EDUCATION AND
EMPLOYMENT

international
migrants
present in a
given
country at a
given point in
time.

The immigrant is
any person who
goes to a State
of which he is
not a national,

with the
intention of
establishing its
usual residence
in that State.
For this
indicator,  the
immigrant

population is
broken down by
gender and
educational

levels during the
migration.

The concept

of

specific reasons for migration. To this end , in a gradual manner, the variables of the census
will be aligned with the real needs for information details already provided by the flows.

To be taken into consideration:

- The number of migrants at the end of a period and the net flows in subsequent yea
to the recent year requested.

- Movements of International Migrants at the borders: Air, land and sea.

- The intention of change of usual residence is taken into consideration and may possibly
be rectified when the information on the actual length of s tay is known.

rs up

Not to be taken into consideration:

- internal movements, i.e., within the country regardless of the reason for change of usual
residence.

- Simple travelers (business, politics, diplomacy, etc.), tourists or others for stays of less
than 6 months.

As for Table 2, the number of foreigners residing in the country can be taken into
consideration as the stock of immigrants. However, the same method as Table 3 should be
applied for this indi cator, but only for immigrants. Thus, the most recent stock will need to

be established by adding the net flows to the stock obtained in the previous census (during
the years following the census of the stock up to the most recent year).

It is important t o consider a specific period for the accounting of migration flows.
Generally, it is the calendar year that is taken into consideration. Obviously, the
distribution of immigrants, according to the educational level, must be based on the
updated stock of fo reigners residing in the territory.

To be taken into consideration:

- The number of foreigners at the end of a period and the inflows of the subsequent years
up to the year requested.

- The entries of international migrants at the borders: Air, land and riv  er.

- The intention of change of usual residence is taken into consideration and may possibly
be rectified when the information on the actual length of stay is known.

Not to be taken into consideration:

- internal movements, i.e., within the country regardle ss of the reason for change of usual
residence.

- Simple travelers (business, politics, diplomacy, etc.), tourists or others for stays of less
than 6 months.

international migrant The term international labor migration is used generically to

workers is used to measure the current link
with the labor market of international
migrants in a country, regardless of the
original purpose of migration, and that of
other people who are not usual residents of
the country but which currently have a link
with the labor market of the cou ntry where

refer, in general, to concepts related to the processes and
outcomes of international labor migration, and in particular to
the following three concepts:

(a) international migrant workers;

b) international migrants for the purpose of work;

the measurement is made.

We recall the
definition of the

immigrant who
is nothing but a
person who goes
to a State of
which he is not
a national, with
the intention of

establishing its
usual residence
in that country.

This number is
broken down

(c) returning international migrant workers.

This indicator is particular i n its consideration in terms of current data needs. For the
moment, it must be understood that these are immigrants as in Table 4. Over time, the
following emigrant and immigrant modalities will be integrated.

As indicated for Table 4, the number of forei gners residing in the country can be taken into
consideration instead of the stock of immigrants. However, the same method as in Tables 3
& 4 must be applied for this indicator. Thus, it will be necessary to combine the stock and
the flows (flows during th e years after the census of the stock until the most recent year)

It is important to consider a specific period for the accounting of migration flows.
Generally, it is the calendar year that is taken into consideration. Obviously, the
distribution of immi grants, according to the educational level, could be based on the
updated stock of foreigners residing in the territory. But it is noted that information
collected on migrant flows at the border level provides more details, on migrants entering
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LABOR
MIGRATION BY
GENDER, AGE,
EDUCATION AND
EMPLOYMENT

REMITTANCES BY
SOURCE AND
VOLUME

according to age
groups, gender
and educational
levels during the
migration.

We recall the
definition of the

immigrant who
is nothing but a
person who goes
to a State of
which he is not
a national, with
the intention of

establishing its
usual residence
in that country.

This number is
broken down
according to age
groups, gender
and educational
levels during the
migration.

Remittances

refer to
amounts

earned or
acquired by

non-nationals
and who are
transferred to
their country of
origin.

the country .
To be taken into consideration:

The number of foreigners at the end of a period and the flows of entries of the
subsequent years up to the year of compilation of the data.

- The entries of international migrants at the borders: Air, land and river.

- The intention of change of usual residence is taken into consideration and may possibly
be rectified when the information on the actual length of stay is known

- Foreign representations in the country, associations, professional groups of foreigners,
etc.

Not to be taken into consideration:

- internal movements, i.e., within the country regardless of the reason for change of usual
residence.

- Simple travelers (business, politics, diplomacy, etc.), tourists or others for stays of less
than 6 months.

Short term seasonal employment (less than 6 months)

This indicator is particular in its consideration in terms of current data needs. For the
moment, it must be understood that these are immigrants as in Table 4. Over time, the
following emigrant and immigrant modalities will be integrated.

As indicated for Table 4, the number of foreigners residing in the country can be taken into
consideration instead of the stock of imm igrants. However, the same method as in Tables 3
& 4 must be applied for this indicator. Thus, it will be necessary to combine the stock and
the flows (flows during the years after the census of the stock until the most recent year)

It is important to con sider a specific period for the accounting of migration flows.
Generally, it is the calendar year that is taken into consideration. Obviously, the
distribution of immigrants, according to the educational level, could be based on the
updated stock of foreig ners residing in the territory. But it is noted that information
collected on migrant flows at the border level provides more details, on migrants entering
the country.

To be taken into consideration:

The number of foreigners at the end of a period and t he flows of entries of the
subsequent years up to the year of compilation of the data.

- The entries of international migrants at the borders: Air, land and river.

- The intention of change of usual residence is taken into consideration and may possibly
be rectified when the information on the actual length of stay is known

- Foreign representations in the country, associations, professional groups of foreigners,
etc.

Not to be taken into consideration:

- internal movements, i.e., within the country regardless o f the reason for change of usual
residence.

- Simple travelers (business, politics, diplomacy, etc.), tourists or others for stays of less
than 6 months.

Short term seasonal employment (less than 6 months)

This indicator outlines for each country the volumes of funds sent or received by its nationals
residing abroad. It & obvious that foreign nationals residin g in the country send funds to their
country of origin. It helps to understand the migration of funds.

Here, remittances have to be understood by the outflows of monetary liquidity sent abroad
to natural persons residing abroad. It does not include remitt ances between legal entities or
between financial institutions for financing activities. Since this is cash flow, it is important

to take into consideration a specific period for its accounting. Generally, it & the calendar
year that is taken into consider ation but the quarterly and even monthly data exist because
of the permanent traceability established by the central banks as part of the foreign
exchange management. Thus, for this indicator, remittances will be established quarterly for
seasonality analyzes.
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However, it should be noted that the central banks take all transfers of funds between
individuals without taking into consideration whether they are migrants or not. This situation

will be rectified gradually over time with other instruments for id

entifying the financial flows

of real migrants. It should also be noted that money transfers that do not transit through
financial institutions are not controlled and therefore not taken into consideration. But
studies as well as some variables of censusesand population surveys allow estimating them.
In this case, a comment should be made indicating the estimated amounts and those of the

financial institutions.

To be taken into consideration:

- The cash flows between individuals residing in different count ries to correspond with real

international migrants.

- The remittances from the diaspora also have to be taken into consideration.
- The countries sending and receiving these funds.
- The operations are recorded only when they are actually performed.

Not to b e taken into consideration:

- The in-kind remittances, even if assessed in currency
- The intentions to send or receive funds for whatever reason

The intra -country remittances

International
Monetary Fund  (IMF)
defines diaspora as a
group of persons who
have migrated and their
descendants who maintain
a connection to their
homeland. The African
Union defines its diaspora
as: oconsisting of people
of African origin living -

The

origin.

outside the continent,
irrespective  of  their -
citizenship and

nationality and who are
willing to contribute to
the development of the

continent and the

building of the African : }
for their grouping.

Union. 6 Ir grouping

The nationals from other countries, even if they have cooperation relat

Taking account of the definition of the African Union which is harmonized in the
definitions of the concepts of migration within the
of a country includes only the population originating from this country and
residing abroad, in other words, outside the territory of origin. This definition
simultaneously insists on the constraints of nationality (native pers on or national
of a country), usual resident settled outside the country and especially on
maintaining cooperative ties to participate in the development of its country of

ECOWAS region, the diaspora

To be taken into consideration:

The number of associations in one country who are composed by nationals of
another country at the end of a given period.

People who were not part of the country at the beginning of their life and have
settled their usual residence in another country but contribute to the
development of their coun try of origin or birth in one way or another.

Not to be taken into consideration:

- The internal or local associations, i.e., within the country whatever the reasons

ionships

and/or contribute to the development of the country concerned.

The stock of asylum seekers corresponds to all
persons applying for admission to the territory of
a State as refugees and awaiting a decision on
their application by the relevant authorities. In
the event of a rejection, the unsuccessful
applicant must leave the territory of the State
concerned; he can be subject to deportation on
the same basis as any foreigner in an irregular
situation unless a residence permit is granted for
humanitarian reasons or on another basis.

| t any person, who, oowing to well-founded
fear of being persecuted for reasons of race,
religion, nationality, membership of a particular
social group or political opinion, is outside the
country of his nationality and is unable or, owing
to such fear, is unwilling to av ail himself of the
protection of that country. 6 (Article 1, A.2, the
1951 Convention Relating to the Status of
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It is important to pay attention to the operational and legal
definitions of orefugeed and oOasylum seekerd when
exploring the questions and sources of data be low.

The asylum application is usually individual. The reasons
are in principle political. While refugees often apply en
masse. Moreover, in the ECOWAS Common Approach on
Migration, it is stipulated: 1) Aware of the increasing
movement of refugees in West Africa, and 2) in view of the
difficulty in managing them and regularizing their status
after conflicts, ECOWAS Member States undertake to put in
place regional integration mechanisms. (ECOWAS, 2008a,
5.) In addition, Target 16.9 of the Sustainable Development
Goals includes a provision to ensure legal identity for all
(United Nations, 2015, 25).

With regard to human trafficking, it concerns persons who
have crossed the border. With this group, focus should be
put on migrants, i.e., those who have changed their usual



CASES OF
HUMAN
TRAFFICKING
RECORDEBAGE
GROUPS AND
DISPOSITION TO
RETURN

RECORDS OF
ASSISTED
VOLUNTARY
RETURN AND
REINTEGRATION

STOCK OF
IRREGULAR
MIGRATION

Refugees, as amended by the 1967 Protocol )

The recruitment, transport ation, transfer,
harboring or receipt of persons, by the threat or
use of force or other forms of coercion, of
abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse
of power or of a position of vulnerability or of
the giving or receiving of payments or benefits
to achieve the consent of a person having
control over another person for the purpose of
exploitation. (Art. 3(a), Protocol to Prevent,
Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons,
especially Women and Children, supplementing
the United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime, 2000).
Trafficking in persons may take place at the
national level or be transnational in scope.

residence, or who have expressed during their crossing the
intention to spend more rest period in another country for
the next 12 months.

To be taken into consideration:

- Norrnationals of the country who have formally
submitted asylum applicat ions for any reason, regardless
of length of stay.

Populations displaced by social conflict, who are directly
assisted by UNHCR and other NGOs providing support to
refugees.

- Among the migrants, those who have been trafficked.

Not to be taken into consider ation:

- The displaced within the same State

The national refugees. This category of refugees is very
frequent and enjoys the support of international non -
governmental organizations.

This indicator concerns unsuccessful asylum seekers, trafficked migrants, students To be taken into
in distress, qualified nationals and other migrants who do not wish to remain in the consideration:
State concerned or who cannot legally stay in that State. Reintegration relates to
administrative, logistical and financial supports to returning migra nts or asylum Forceq or voluntary
seekers and to their rehabilitation into the country of origin on a voluntary basis. returning migrants

- Populations  displaced

It is an international migration contrary to the legal framework of the country of
origin, transit or destination. There is no universal ly agreed definition for irregular
migration. From the stand point of the country of destination, it is the illegal
entry, residence and work in the country, implying that the migrant does not have
the necessary authorizations or documents required accordi ng to the immigration
law to enter, reside and work in the country concerned. From the stand point of

by social conflict, who
are directly assisted by
UNHCR and otler NGOs
providing support to
refugees.

the country of origin, for example, irregularity occurs when a person crosses an Not to be taken into
international border without a valid passport or travel document, or does  not fulfill  gnsideration:
the administrative requirements to leave the country. There is, however, a

All travelers

tendency to restrict the use of the term
in persons and smuggling of migrants.
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3.1 Flow of Regular Migration

3.1.1 Migratory Movement

ECOWAS migration movements (inflows and outflows between States in the regitor arith other
regions) reached an overall level of 2rhfllion in 2018. Males (67/%6) have been more mobile than
females (32.13%) during this year.

Within the ECOWAS region, these migratory flows (entry and exit) amounte@1million migrants, or
47.80% globally. Finally, whether to or from other regions (BQIOWAS Africa, Europeblnion and
North America). These flows of migrants respectively reached 13.73%, 12, 73% and 6.78%. The other
less importantregions with 0.40nillion migratory movemergwith WestAfrica have a regional weight

of 18.96%.

3.1.2 ECOWAS region outgoing flov: Emigration

In 2018, outgoing movements from one ECOWAS Member State to another Member State of the region,
represented 41.13% of all emigration flows.

During the same period, while 22.53% of departures beyond ECOWAS borders were to other African
countries, 23.31% of these departures were to countries of the European Union, while only 13.54%
migrants went to countries in North America (mainly the United States and Canada). It is, however,
important to note that 40.62% of outflows from the ECOWAS regid?0iL8 had far main destination
countries in Asia, Latin America or other countries.

GRAPB: BREAKDOWN OF THEOWABEGION OUTGOING WSO
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3.1.3 Categorization of the EZOWAS outgoing flows

x  Proportion of emigrants from ECOWAS countries by number generated

By classifying the countries by the overall number of outgoing flows, the analysis enables to identify the
countries which have generated large numbers of migrant deypes. Thus, it appears for the ye2018
that:

A Nigeriaisthe State of large numbers of emigrant departures to other region 61 %of all emigrants
in the region It is followed by Niger (15,56 %)

A The countries with average experience of emigrapartures are:/ $ 1S RQL@2ANB oOpZowm
(4,99%), Ghana (4,00 %), Mali (3%, Senegal (3,34 %¥grin (3,31%) and Guiea (2,75 %)

A The countries with the low numbers of emigrants dego (1,01 %), Sierra Leone (0,88 %), Liberia (0,74
%), Cab&erde (0,61 %), Guindzissau (0,30 %) and Gamd,01 %).
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CRAPH: PRESENTATION OF WHISBY COUNTRY FOREALIGRANTS
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x  Relative proportions of emigrantflow to others ECOWAStates

The analysis of data on the proportions of emigrants travedliogn each Statéo other ECOWAS States
enables to have the following classifications:

A Niger and Nigeria are the two States of large numbers of emigrant deparmrether States in

the region with respectively 27.84% and 20.93% of all emigrants in the region;

The countries with average experience of emigrant departures are: Burkina (9.74%), Mali (8.14%),
SYAY o6170n120% {SyS3lft 0 cedondys) ant GHanaX3y85%); 6 p ®n 1272 0 3

The countries with the low numbers of emigrants are Togo (1.94%), Liberia (1.64%), Sierra Leone

(1.57%), Guinea Bissau (0.33%) Cabo Verde (0.33%), and The Gambia (0.02%).

GRAPI: PRESENTATION OF PREPORTIONS OF OURNGIFLOWS TOWARBSOWABY COUNTRY
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x  Classification of countries by proportion of nationals emigrating to rRECOWAS African
countries

Apart from WestAfrica which is the first destination fomigrants in the region, emigrants favor 3

position norRECOWAS African countries (13.26% just behind the Eurdyr@an) which have
welcomed several emigrants of the ECOWAS region in 2018. The assessment of the flow of emigrants
to other African Statemdicates:
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A Nigeria (59.28%), as the State with the highest proportion of its nationals emigrating to non
ECOWAS African countries. It is followed by more than 40 percentage points by Niger (13.09%),
Cote dlvoire (6.80%), Burkina (3.98%) and Ghanzdgh;

A Liberia (0.09%) and The Gambia (0.00%) as the State with the lowest proportions of its nationals
emigrating to noAECOWAS African countries.

GRAPI®: PRESENTATION OF TRBPORTIONS OF OUTGOFLOWS TOWARDS REST ORFRCA BY COUNTRY
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x  Classification of countries by proportion of nationals emigrating to the European Union

The assessment of outgoing flows (emigrants) indicates that the European Union destination is
preferred by 13.7%2 of migrants from West Africa who migrated in 2018. It allows for the following
categorization:

A Nigerian migrants have been very mobile in terms of migration to the European Union in 2018.
Indeed, its emigrants heading to this region represent 76.50%eEntire outgoing migratory
flow of the entire region. Cote®@oire (14.28%) is in"2position in order of importance of the
States with the highest proportion of emigrants heading to the European Union; Burkina,
Senegal and Guinea have each under .00

A Gambia and Mali during this period remain the countries which hardly have in their
compositions outgoing nationals migrating to this region.

GRAPH/: PROPORTIONS OF OUN&HLOWS TOWARDS FHROPEANNION BY COUNTRY
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x  Classification of States by proportion of emigrants to North America

In 2018, the North America (7.97%) destination received the lowest proportion of emigrants from West
Africa. Grapl8 below shows that:

A Africans emigréing to this region are predominantly Nigerians (90.06%), the highest proportion
of national emigrating to North America;

A Cote dvoire (4.81%), Burkina (1.30%) I @&d 39 positions have low proportions of emigrants
to North America. Each of the oth8tates haless than 0.75%.

GRAPI8: PRESENTATION OF TREPORTIONS OF OUTEFLOWS TOWARKBSRTHAMERICA BY COUNTRY
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x  Classification of States by proportion of emigrants ether regons

The analysis of data on the proportions of emigrants travelio from each State to otheregions
enables to have the following classifications:

A Nigeria(85.57% remains the country which generated the majority of emigrantstieer regions
A The ountrieswith average expegince of emigrant departures to other regions a@er (5.64%)
and Ghana (5.47%);

A The countries with the low numbers @migrant departures to other regionsre Cho Verde
(1.35%), Sierra Leone (0.53%), Burkina (0.38%), Sgi@e2pdo), Guinea (0.26%), Mali (0.20%),

Benin (0.13%), Togo (0.09%), Guinea Bissau (0.08%), Liberia (0.04 %), The Gambia (0.0%) and Cobte
d'lvoire (0.0%).

GRAPI9: PRESENTATION OF TRBPORTIONS OF OUTGFLOWS TOWARDEHER REBIS
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3.1.4 Incoming flows of migrants in the ECOWAS space: Immigration

Overall, migratory mobility occurs mainly between States in the same region. This situation is confirmed
with the results of INED, 2017 which concldddat the majority of international migrants (67% from
Europe, 60% from Asia, 60% from Oceania and 53% from Africa) resided in a country located in their
region of birth.Likewise,for ECOWAS as regards the migratory flows as 54.8% of the movements of
income flows concern intraegional trade.

Furthermore, the movements of immigrants within the ECOWAS region are not dominated by the
regions of Africa but rather by other continents. Indeed, the 2018 incoming flows from Africa represent
only 31.41%. Migratay movements from the Europeddnion represen5.8%%0, while those from North
America represent2.23%, againsB0.48% for those from other regions such as Asia and South America.

The gender structure of incoming migrants to the ECOWAS area remainsngdehla 2018 as 70.50%
are male and only 29.50% are female.

CGRAPHO: DISTRIBUTION OF INOS® FLOWS IN THEOWABEGION
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North America 12.23
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3.1.1 Categorization of the flow entering the ECOWAS region
x  Classification of ECOWAS countries by quantity of immigrants received

The analysis of data on incoming flows enables to identify the ECOWAS countries which have received
more immigrants than the others. Thus, the following major trends emerge:

A 45.03% of tk immigrants in Nigeria reported coming from the ECOWAS region, that is nearly
half of all immigrants in 2018;

A The countries that received average numbers of incoming migrants are Nig&ga)9.Tote
d®voire (8.4%), Liberia (89%), Mali (6.2%), Burkia (518%), Benin (4.26), Ghana (43%),
Senegal (36%) and Guinea (27%);

A The countries with the low numbers of emigrants are Togo (1.94%), Liberia (1.1%), Sierra Leone
(1.04%), Guinea Bissau (0.6%) Cabo Verdd¥0).2and The Gambia (0.01%).
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x  Classificatiorof countriesby proportion of immigrants from ECOW/As$ates

The analysis of data on incomifigws from each countryenables to identify the ECOWAS countries
which have received more immigrarfitom ECOWAS among all movements of these counfTiess,
the following major trends emerge:

A The countries whose inflow is essentially made up of migrimts ECOWAS countries a@éte
R QL @12 .87N&, Niger (14.61 %), Nigeria{1%b6)and Liberia (187%)

A The countries that received an average proportion of migrants from ECOWAS among all its
movementsare Mali (9.87%),Burkina (843%), le Benin (7,07%le ®neal (514%),Guinea
(4.18%)and Ghana (85%)

A The countries with low proportions of immigrants from ECOWASS@ea Leone (57%), Togo
(1.52%), Guina-Bissau (D6%), le (ao-Verde(0.03%)and Gamba (002%)

CGRAPH 2: RELATIVE PROPORTIORECOWABICOMING FLOWS BYUBITRY
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x  Classification of countries by proportion of immigrants fromon-ECOWAS African countries

The analysis of data from EC@®/ Member States by proportion of immigrants from other regions of
Africa enables the following trends:

A Nigeria alone received 71.24% of all immigrants from AfricaBGOWAS;

A Three countries are positioned as being those having received moderately iamisigirom
Africa non ECOWAS: Ghana (7.70%), Mali (4.97%) and Niger (4.32 %). The other countries are
considered to be those with low proportions of immigrants from Afrioa-ECOWAS.
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GRAPHL3: PRESENTATION OF TREIPORTIONS DFEEOMING FLOWS FRROINECOWABFRICAN COUNTRIEEBUNTRY
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x  Classification of countries by proportion of immigrants from the European Union

The results of the classification of States according to the proportiommigrants from the European
Union could be summarized to the fact that:

A Nigeria 03,89%) far ahead of Cabderde 0.9%%) is the State that received the largest number

of immigrants from the European Union;

All other countries arewith very low propottions (under 1.0%)of immigrants from the
European.

A

GRAPHL4: PRESENTATION OF TRBIPORTIONS OF INCOMFLOWS FROM THEROPEANNION BY COUNTRY
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x  Classification of countries by praption of immigrants from North America

For the yeaR018, the aim is also to classify the ECOWAS Member States by proportion of immigrants
from North America. Thus, two groups of attractions of immigrants are observed:

A Nigeria remain theonly country that received the highest proportion of immigrants among all

their movements from North Americ85.30%

Theother Member Statesare with very low proportions (under 1.0%) of immigrants fridiorth
America

A
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CRAPHL5: PRESENTATION GHE PROPORTIONSNTBOMING FLOWS FRENIRTHAMERICA BY COUNTRY
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x  Classification of countries by proportion of immigrants froather regions

For the yeaR018, theclassification oECAQVAS Member States proportion of immigrants from other
regions make appear the followed observations

A Nigeriaas for all regionsremain the only country that received the highest proportion of
immigrants among all their movements fromther regions 95.30%
A Some ofMlember Statesare with very low proportions (under 1.0%) of immigrants frother
regions but Nigewith 7.76%js at 29 position of the classification followed by Ghana (5.47%)
CRAPHLE: PRESENTATION OF TREP®ORTIONS OF INCOMM®WS FROBITHER REGIOB® COUNTRY
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3.1.5 Migratory balance

The migratory balance also calladet migratiort is the difference between the exits and the entries of
migrants in a territorial unitThis balance is positive when the recorded outflows are greater than the
inflows.

Thus, the analysis of the migratory balance shows that the ECOWAS region had a surplus of 45,129
international migrants. In other words, in 2018, ECOWAS has been a regongpétion, that is to say
that there were more emigrants than immigrants during this period.

3.2 Regular migration (Stock)
3.2.1 Global stock of migrants from West Africa

In 2018, West Africa is affected by more than 10riilion international migrants worldide. These are
individuals who have regularly established their habitual residence for more than a year in a country
other than the one of their nationality. Indeed, it is the notion of lifetime migratithat has been used

by ECOWAS Member States to ecaptinternational migrants.

Thus, the volume of international migrants present in the ECOWAS territorial space has reached
approximately 5.4@nillion immigrants, of which 83.70% are nationals of ECOWAS Member States. The
other regions such as nedBCOWAS fAca, the European Union and North America respectively
host7.27%, 2.87%, and 1.24% of the total immigrants from West Africa.

During the same period, 4. fillion nationals from the region have emigrated to other countries and
regions. Among the lattel§4.90% have settled as emigrants in the ECOWAS region. The details of the
other regions indicate as shown in the following graph6OWAS African countries with 11.29%, the
European Union with 5.71%. In addition, the proportion of emigrant males (82.858tgher than that

of females for all regions.

CGRAPH7: PROPORTION OF MIGR8MY GENDER
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Source: DRS/ECOWAS, 2018 migration data

4 Lifetime migration is defined by relating the place of birth and the place of nes@at a reference date. Thus, the lifetime migrant is any
individual who has resided in a country other than that of his birth for more than one year.
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West Africa remains the most preferred region by its migraationals. The implementation of the
Protocol on Free Movement since 1975 has certainly favored community life for emigrants from the
region up to 64.90%, while 83.70% of immigrants from all regions including West Africa have settled in
the ECOWAS areahd graph above indicates that the European Union and North America come just
after nonECOWAS African countries in terms of emigrants from West Africa or immigrants to the
region. The proportion of emigrant males is higher than that of females for afimegi

3.2.2 Characteristic of International Migrants Who Departed from West Africa

In 2018, the number of international migrants departing from ECOWAS States (emigrants) amounted to
more than 4.70million (1.25% of the total population of West Africa). Malesl d&emales represented
respectively 82.65% and 17.35%.

CGRAPHL8: ECOWABMIGRANTS AT GLOBEVEL
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Source: DRS/ECOWAS, 2018 migration data

Cote dlvoire, while being consistent with its State tradition of major internationgjrations since 2015

(see report on Labor Migration in Africa in 2015), has with Niger over 51% of the total number of
emigrants from West Africa. The shares of emigrants in their respective total populations are 6.43% and
3.68%. Ghana, Nigeria and Bugkiraso together represent a share of more than 1/3 of the emigrants in
the region (or 36.12%). With the exception of Benin, Mali and Senegal, which occugy, theakid 8"
positions respectively in the ranking of States of major migration departurégeist Africa, the rest of

the States have each less than 1.00% emigrants of the region. Liberia has the lowest numbers in the
region in 2018.

The age structure of the migrant stock indicates a predominance of tg2428ge groups for males and
35¢39 for males. So, just after the teenage years, males are potential candidates for migration.
However, females migrate with a certain advanced age. Regarding quartiles, 50% of emigrants are under
30 for males and under 35 for females. As for the last quartBet§7100%), it is occupied by migrants

over 41 years old, whether they are male or female. In addition, active emigrants of working g§é (15
years) account for 80.32% among males and 88.38% among females. Thus, thedixdepopulation

of West Africad most likely to leave their country to establish their habitual residence in another
country or region, certainly for work reasons.
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GRAPH.9: ECOWABMIGRANTS BY AGEQRR
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Source DRS/ECOWAS, 2018 migration data

Thus, out 6 10 emigrants from West Africa at least 8 are males and only 2 are females. Females who
migrate are most often more or less 10 years older than men. The majority of migrants (over 88.92%)
belong to the Labor Force class (15 to 64 years old).

3.2.3 Characteristics of the Emigrants of the ECOWAS Region

The analysis of migration data from Member States in 2018 enables to identify a stock ofilidb
emigrants (64.90% of the total) heading to ECOWAS countries, anthiib@ (11.29%) leaving West
Africa to establish their habitual residence in other African States, 268,135 who migrated to the
European Unionig., 5.71%) and 12856 {.e., 2.73%) who have settled their habitual residence in
North America. The number captured during national surveys and sesss no less negligible for the
other regions and reached 0.7aillion (or 15374%) emigrants in 2018. It should be noted that
regarding business activities, many Africans settle in Asia and very few in Australia and South America.

3.2.3.1 ECOWAStra-Emigration

Migration within the region established a stock of 3riBlion emigrants heading to other countries in
the region. The distribution by age and country enabled to produce the following graphs.
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GRAPR0: INTRAEMGRANTS WITHRCOWABY COUNTRY AND ARDUP
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The Ivorian nationality (50.24%) represents more than half of departures from Affést to other
States in the region, flowed by Niger (20.35%), Burkina Faso (8.87%), Benin (6.75%) and Ghana
(5.62%). Nigeria although having the largest population in the region with its 188|lidn inhabitants

in 2018, occupies theBplace with a proportion of 3.06% of nationals emiirg to other States in the
region. The main reasons underlying this position are among others the drop in the exchange rate of the
naira in 2015, foreign trade reforms unfavorable to foreigners, combined with the economic recovery of
certain States suchsaGhana, which formerly was its 1st provider of migrants, which facilitated the
return to the fold of several migrants between 2016 and 2018.

The age structure of intramigrants shows the 224 age group for males and the @ age group for
females asheing dominant in the numbers by age. The;8% age group, referred to as labor force,
represents 77.04% among males and 82.48% among females.

In short, assuming that the structure of emigrants to West Africa could be the same as the distribution
of immigants from this region, under the same circumstances, the educational levels of immigrants
show that it is young people without any school diploma or who @idn beyond primary school are

the one migrating within the region. These young people are gdigereorking in trade and craft
sectors.

3.2.3.2 Emigrationfrom ECOWAS tblon-ECOWAS Africabuntries

The stock of emigrants to ndBCOWAS African countries stood in 2018 at 530,091 migrants from
ECOWAS Member Statés., 11.29% of all emigrants from Membetafs worldwide. The graphs
below show the distribution by age and by country of these emigrants.
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